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AVSA Information 


FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITH YOUR SOCIETY 


For accurate service, send your inquiries to the correct person. 


Always include your name and address. 


 AVSA Business 

*AVSA Office Address: AVSA, P.O. Box 22417, 

Beaumont, TX 77720 

*Office Manager: Amy Carruth (844) 400-AVSA (2872); 
(409) 839-4725; Fax (409) 839-4329. 

Email: avsa@earthlink.net. 

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CT. 

*Official Correspondence: AVSA Secretary, P.O. Box 22417, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Email: secretary@avsa.org. 


& Membership and Affiliates 

*New or Renewal Membership: Membership application 
available on page 55 of this issue or at www.africanviolet 
societyofamerica.org/participate/membership. Send 
check payable to AVSA in U.S. dollars from a U.S. bank; 
VISA or Mastercard for new or renewable membership to 
AVSA Office; or pay online. 

*Change of Address: Send new address to AVSA Office 

at least 30 days before it is to take effect, along with 

old address. 

Membership Cards: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective 
cover of AVM. 

«Membership Committee: Send ideas, offers to help and 
requests for assistance to Stephen Covolo-Hudson. 
Email: membership@avsa.org. 

“Affiliate Committee: For information on how to organize 


a chapter, write Mary Thompson. Email: affiliate@avsa.org. 


i Shows and Judges 

*Shows and Judges Committee: Mary Corondan. 

Email: judges@avsa.org. 

*Show Schedule Approval: For information on Shows, 
AVSA Awards and approving schedules, email Susan 
Anderson at showschedule@avsa.org and attach a copy 
of your show schedule. 

*Order AVSA Rosettes: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is 
needed — standard, species, mini-semi; they can be 
mixed color and size, all same price. All rosettes are 
$12.00 each, added to price of SSA packet. 


eJudging School: To register a judging school, send request 
to Ruth Loomis. Email: ruthloomis@msn.com. A registration 
fee of $15 is required and should be sent to the AVSA Office. 


«Judges’ Duplicate Cards: Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Mary Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, 
Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 


Bf AVSA Fundraising 

*Fundraising: Randy G. Deutsch, Chair. 

Email: fundraising@avsa.org. 

*Funds: Booster Donations, Boyce Edens Research 
Fund, Barbara Burde Endowment Fund, Anne & Frank 
Tinari Endowment Fund. 

*Payment: Contribute through the website or mail to 
AVSA Office; please designate fund. 


Bf African Violet Magazine 

*AVM Editor: Sophia Bennett, P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, 
TX 77720. Email: editor@avsa.org. 

*Copyright: Copyrighted 2023, The African Violet Society 
of America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in 
whole or in part, in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, without permission is prohibited. All 
articles are property of AVSA and must not be reprinted 
without Editor’s permission. 

*Publication Deadlines: Jan. issue: Nov. 1; Mar. issue: 
Jan. 1; May issue: Mar. 1; July issue: May 1; Sept. issue: 
July 1; Nov. issue: Sept. 1. 

*Articles, Columns and Memorials: Send to Editor by 
publication deadline. 

*Coming Events: Send to Editor or fill out event form 

on www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org by 
publication deadline. 

*Advertising Rates and Information: Richard Craft, Chair. 
Email: advertising@avsa.org. Send advertising to Chair 
by publication deadline. 

*Back Issues: Complete your set now. Request price list 
of available issues from AVSA Office. Send SASE for list 
or download from the AVSA Store. 


Hf International Registrar 

Plant Registration: Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: registration@avsa.org. 

Master Varieties List (AMVL) & Supplements: Download 
from AVSA website or order from AVSA office for $2. 
Orders in writing only. Send any correction and/or 
description of new cultivars with hybridizer’s name to 
Joe Bruns. 

*Research: Send suggested projects for scientific 
research or names of interested, qualified, 

potential research personnel to Dr. Jeff Smith. 
Email: research@avsa.org. 

*AVSA Scholarship Program: Dr. Charles Ramser. 
Email: scholarship@avsa.org. 


B® AVSA Convention 

*Convention: Kathy Lahti, Convention Chair. 

Email: convention@avsa.org. 

*2024 Convention: April 21-28, DoubleTree Phoenix 
Tempe Hotel, Phoenix, Arizona. 

*Future Dates: If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Chair. 
*Convention Programs: Send special requests for 
workshop programs or interesting speakers to 
Convention Chair. 

*Convention Awards: Send suggestions to Terri Post. 
Email: awards@avsa.org. Send contributions to 
AVSA Office. 

Commercial Activities, Sales and Exhibits: For 
information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Kathy Bell. Email: commercials@avsa.org. 


Join, renew and learn more at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Every attempt is made to keep 
articles technically correct. Since the 
growing of fine African violets can be 
achieved in many ways, the methods 
and opinions expressed by writers are 
their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of AVSA. 
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It is time for all fall shows to begin. Many 
councils schedule their shows in the fall so 
as not to conflict with local affiliate shows in 
the spring. Hopefully you will be able to 
attend one or more of these shows, exhibit 
plants and enjoy the camaraderie of other 
growers throughout your state or region. 


Following the Cyber Convention Zoom pro- 
grams in 2021, many members expressed an 
interest in having Zoom programs with guest 
presenters. Now you have it! AVSA will be 
launching a new Virtual Circle that will meet 
several times a year via Zoom and feature 
presenters who might not be available to give 
a program at conventions. In addition to edu- 
cational goals, this will also give our members 
an opportunity to collaborate between con- 
ventions. To receive information about the 
Virtual Circle, be sure you have an email 
address on file with the AVSA Office. If not, 
update your profile on the website to include 
your email address or contact Office Manager 
Amy Carruth. 


| would like to introduce several new commit- 
tee chairs for 2023 to 2025. They are Chris 
Brooks, Marketing Chair; Jill Jensen, Editorial 
Board Chair; Dr. Jeff Smith, Plant Registration 
and Master Variety List Chair; and Mary 
Thompson, Affiliate Chair. 


The new Directors who will serve from 2023 to 
2026 are Penny Eggleston, Washington; Anna 
Lammersen, California; Gail Podany, Minne- 
sota; Carol Semrau, Minnesota; and Nancy 
Sullivan, Colorado. 


President’s Message 
By Mary Corondan 


Email: president @avsa.org 


Officers for 2023 to 2025 are Glenda Williams, 
First Vice President; Rich Follett, Second Vice 
President; Richard Craft, Third Vice President; 
Sue Ramser, Secretary; Terri Post, Treasurer; 
and Susan Anderson, Immediate Past Presi- 
dent. We are fortunate to have such dedicated 
Board members. If you would like to offer 
your time and talents to serve AVSA, please 
feel free to contact Amy Carruth and she will 
refer you to the correct committee chair. 


AVSA will be 


launching a new 


Virtual Circle that 


will meet via Zoom. 


One focus for this year is to increase member- 
ship. Stephen Covolo-Hudson has an article 
on page 14 regarding a membership promo- 
tion program that you will want to read. Check 
out the incentives anyone can receive either 
by signing up to be a new AVSA member or, 
if you are already a member, bringing 10 or 
more new members into AVSA. 


When you have your local show or sale this 
fall, sign up some new club members and let 
them know how to become an AVSA member 
too. Be positive, be encouraging, be enthusi- 
astic and be inspirational when sharing your 
passion for violets with others. Let’s work 
together to grow membership in AVSA. 
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| Coming Events 


Check the AVSA Events page (www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org/events), search the 
local club on Facebook or contact the orga- 
nizers listed below for the latest information 
on these events. 


i September 9 — Missouri 

Gateway West Gesneriad Society 

Show and Sale 

Missouri Botanical Garden 

4434 Shaw Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Linda Sumski: linda.mslavc@gmail.com 


li September 15-16 — Ohio 
Ohio State African Violet Society 
Convention and Show/Sale 
Kingwood Center Gardens 

50 Trimble Road 

Mansfield, OH 

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Mel Grice: melsgrice@gmail.com 


® September 16 — California 
Delta Gesneriad and African Violet Club 
Show and Sale 

Shepard Garden and Art Center 
3330 McKinley Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 

Saturday: 1-4 p.m. 

Sunday: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Beverly Moon: bev@mclure.org 
Kathy Gunther: 
kathleenmgunther@gmail.com 


i September 16 — Tennessee 
Memphis African Violet Society 

Plant Sale 

Central Christian Church 

531 S. McLean Blvd. 

Memphis, TN 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Geneva Stagg: Geneva.stagg@gmail.com 


li September 16 — Texas 

NASA Area African Violet 

Society and Show 

Jimmy Walker Kemah Community Center 
800 Harris Ave. 

Kemah, TX 

Saturday: 1-5 p.m. 

Dianne Duggan: dianne@dianneduggan.com 


i September 22-23 — Texas 

Alpha AVS, First AVS of Dallas, 

First Nighter AVS 

Combined Metro AVS Fall Sale 

North Haven Gardens 

7700 Northaven Road 

Dallas, TX 

Friday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Mary Corondan: mcorondan@yahoo.com 


® September 23 — Georgia 

The African Violet Club of Greater Atlanta 
“Celebrate with Violets” Show and Plant Sale 
First Baptist Church of Decatur 

308 Clairmont Ave. 

Decatur, GA 

Saturday: 9-11 a.m. 

Suzanne Myers: suzmyers1949@yahoo.com 
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i September 24 — Ontario 

Toronto African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
Fall Sale 

Toronto Botanical Garden 

777 Lawrence Ave. E 

Toronto, ON 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Doris Brownlie: jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

Sue Smith: smith.sue2011@gmail.com 
www.tavgs.ca 


i September 29-30 — Missouri 

Missouri Valley African Violet Council 

Plant Sale and Judging School 

DoubleTree Hotel St. Louis at Westport 
1973 Craigshire St. 

St. Louis, MO 

Friday: 1-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Scott Ammann: scott.j.ammann@gmail.com 


® September 30 — Michigan 
Michigan State African Violet Society 
Display, Plant Sale and Class 

Matthaei Botanical Gardens 

1800 Dixboro Road 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lynn Allen: lynnallen0413@comcast.net 


© October 7 — Texas 

Spring Branch African Violet Club 

Fall Sale 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Dr. 

Houston, TX 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Teresa Kaminski: tckaminski@sbcglobal.net 


® October 7 — Washington 
Saintpaulia Society of Tacoma 
“Violets in Motion” Show and Sale 
Watson’s Greenhouse & Nursery 
6211 Pioneer Way East 

Puyallup, WA 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

Pat Shandrow: pat@shandrow.net 


® October 7-8 — Minnesota 
North Star African Violet Council 
AVSA Judged Show and Plant Sale 


Bachman’s Floral Gift & Garden Heritage Room 


6010 Lyndale Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sunday: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Mary Kealy-Falk: mkealyfalk@aol.com 


® October 13-14 — Ohio 

Columbus African Violet Society 
“Culinary Violets: What’s in Your Pot?” 
Show and Sale 

Beechwold Christian Church 

280 Morse Road 

Columbus, OH 

Friday: noon-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Donna Vogelpohn: 
donnav8452@columbus.rr.com 
www.columbusafricanvioletsociety.org 


© October 14-15 — Wisconsin 
Wisconsin Council of African Violet Clubs 
Show and Plant Sale 

St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 

531 Knapp St. 

Oshkosh, WI 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sunday: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Kevin Degner: kevindegner7@yahoo.com 
Doug Kindschuh: dougsoasis@gmail.com 


® October 20-21 — Minnesota 
African Violet Society of Minnesota 
Fall Display and Sale 

Northtown Mall 

398 Northtown Drive 

Blaine, MN 

Friday: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Randy G. Deutsch: rcjsch@prodigy.net 
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® October 26-28 — Texas 

Lone Star African Violet Council 

Show and Sale 

Inn of the Hills Hotel 

1001 Junction Hwy. 

Kerrville, TX 

Thursday: noon-5 p.m. 

Friday: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Irene Harney: viharney@sbcglobal.net 
Marjorie Bullard: marjbnb@gmail.com 


© October 28 — Louisiana 

Louisiana Lagniappe African Violet Society 
“Violet Spooktacular” Sale 

Baton Rouge Garden Center 

7950 Independence Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Saturday: 1-5 p.m. 

Susie Smith: susiesmith@live.com 


® October 28 — Missouri 

African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City 
Show and Sale 

Loose Park Garden Center 

5200 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Kansas City, MO 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Dale Cox: ucdale@hotmail.com 


PAtrican 
Violet 
Society of 


® November 3-4 — Maryland 
Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society 
“Violets in the Animal Kingdom” 
31st Annual Convention 

Delta Hotel by Marriott 

245 Shawan Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 


® November 14 — Arizona 
Desert Sun African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society 

“Violets on Broadway” Show 
Valley Garden Center 

1809 N. 15th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 

Tuesday: 1l1a.m.-1 p.m. 

JoAnne DeAngelo: 
DesertSunAVSociety@gmail.com 
William Lee Patterson: 
DesertSunAVSociety@gmail.com 


JOIN TODAY! 


Learn more at 
africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
- ~~ Y 


(4099) 839-4725 
P.O. Box 22417 
‘Beaumont, TX 77720 
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Award-Winning 


Plants from the 


2023 AVSA Convention 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor @avsa.org 


The 2023 AVSA Convention show featured 
268 plants by growers from across North 
America. This year’s top winner, taking Best 
in Show, 23 blue ribbons and numerous other 
awards, was Wayne Geeslin. Wayne’s name is 
familiar to most readers; his stunning African 
violets regularly win ribbons in regional shows, 


and he has taken the Best in Show prize at 
convention the last three years in a row. In 
the first of this year’s features on award-win- 
ning plants from convention, we are featuring 
a showcase of Wayne’s plants. All photos by 
Winston J. Goretsky. 


2nd Best 
African Violet in Show 
Picasso 


Hybridized by: M. Tremblay 
Large 


3rd Best 

African Violet in Show 
Best Semiminiature 
Rob’s Boogie Woogie 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Best Miniature 
African Violet 
Orchard’s 
Wonder Twin 


Hybridized by: R. Wilson 
Miniature 


Best Vintage Violet 
Mary Craig 


Hybridized by: R. Nadeau 
Large 


Steffano’s Starry Eyes 


Hybridized by: S. Covolo 
Standard 
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Rebel’s Rose Bud 


Hybridized by: R. Bann 
Standard 


Jazz Bouquet 


Hybridized by: R. Kurzynski 
Semiminiature 


Orchard’s Bumble 
Magnet 


Hybridized by: R. Wilson 
Miniature 
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A wonderful learning experience took 
place at the Judges Breakfast in Atlanta. By 
the way, did you know that any AVSA mem- 
ber may attend the Judges Breakfast? It is 
not only for judges; just like our Handbook, 
it is for growers and exhibitors too. Break- 
fast began with a delightful meal for all 
those grit lovers out there. That’s right, grits! 
After all, we were in Atlanta. Then some ice 
breaker activities ensued, and raffle tickets 
were offered as prizes. 


The report to the Board was given. There 
were four judging schools offered in 2022. 
They took place in Arkansas, Wisconsin, 
Nevada and New Mexico. A total of 14 people 
earned their Student Judge certificates and 
two more will be added when their proof of 
three blue ribbons is submitted. The total 
number of judges is currently 280. 


The Senior Judge’s exam was taken by 30 
students. Proof of blue ribbons and shows 
judged were waived for all those taking the 
Senior Judge’s exam due to the pandemic 
and the scarcity of shows. One judge took 
their first Senior Judge’s exam, seven took 
their second exam and three took their third 
exam. Five judges have earned their Master 
Judge’s certificate, which will go into effect on 
October 1, 2023: Betty Ferguson (Arkansas), 
Susan Hanna (Pennsylvania), William Price 
(British Columbia), Adrienne Rieck (Illinois) 
and Danny Tidwell (Arkansas). 


There were 31 shows this year. This is up from 
11 shows last year. The average number of 


Shows and Judges 


By Mary Corondan 


Email: judges @avsa.org 


shows annually prior to the pandemic was 
approximately 70. The SSAA award was 
earned by 15 shows, the SSA award was given 
to five shows and five shows received neither 
award. 


Judging certificates expiring in 2020, 2021 
and 2022 have been extended until June 
1, 2025, with the exception of the people 
who received a new certificate in 2022 and 
2023 when they attended a judging school. 
Their expiration date is listed on their new 
certificate. 


A continuing education program has been 
instituted in 2023 for Master Judges. Every 
three years, Master Judges will take a refresher 
course that emphasizes review, as well as 
changes that have been made to judging 
practices. Current Master Judges have been 
assigned either 2023, 2024 or 2025 as the 
year to complete their continuing education 
course. 


Eleven Master Judges attended a Zoom con- 
tinuing education meeting in January. Only 
one Master Judge took the short quiz. Five 
Master Judges are taking the Senior Judge’s 
exam. Three Senior Judges are taking the 
Zoom course in July, and nine Master Judges 
have not responded. If their continuing edu- 
cation requirement is not met by December 
31, they will be listed as Master Judge 
Emeritus until the course is completed. 


The 2nd Best in Show will be listed in the 
“And the Winners Are...” column of the African 
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Violet Magazine beginning with the November/ 
December 2023 issue. If you have an old hard 
copy form you have been using to send in the 
show winners by mail, you will want to down- 
load and print a new one from www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org so the 2nd Best in 
Show will be reported. Sign in as a member, 
click on Leaders, then AVSA Shows and 
Judges, Shows and finally Affiliate Show 
Awards Report. You can choose to send the 
completed form electronically or print a hard 
copy to mail. 


Please note that an Unusual or Novelty African 
violet class is no longer permitted as a class 
in shows. Likewise, a separate class for win- 
dowsill-grown plants will not be allowed in 
an AVSA-sponsored show. If an affiliate wishes 
to include any of these, it is recommended 
these classes be placed after the Educa- 
tional/AVSA Display. Although it may still be 
judged, the blue ribbons should not be 
counted on the SSA sheet, nor should these 
plants be eligible for special awards. 


It is highly recommended that the panel 
judging collections refrain from tying scores 
on violets in a collection. By doing so, the final 
panel is left in a predicament. Even if plant 
scores are one-tenth apart, at least there is 
a difference. All final panel members should 
review the collection sheet scores when 
choosing plants for the awards table. A point 
score may easily be misread by a single panel 
member. At the completion of judging, all 
AVSA Collection Score Sheets should be 
placed in an envelope along with the SSA 
form, then the envelope should be sealed. It 
should then be given to the Show Chair for 
mailing. As is stated on page 51 of the 2022 
AVSA Handbook for Growers, Exhibitors, and 
Judges, “Any exhibitor who would like to 
know the exact point-scoring on their own 
collection entries can write the Schedule 
Approver to request those results.” 


Use caution when selecting a container for a 
dish garden. Some are being used that are too 
deep and would not be considered a shallow 
container. If a container is used that the judges 
deem too deep, the exhibit may have points 
deducted under relation to container. 


Although driftwood may be used effectively 
in a container garden as an accessory, the 
highest point in the container garden should 
be achieved by using plant material. The size 
of the driftwood in comparison to the other 
plant material must also be considered. A 
container garden is a miniature landscape. 
The exhibitor must be cautious to use a 
piece of driftwood that is in proportion to 
the remainder of the plant material. If the 
driftwood is too large, points would be 
deducted under landscape plan due to a 
disproportionate scale. 


Handbook Update, page 41 

11. An exhibit mey shall not be altered or 
removed after judging until the show is closed, 
except to replace blossoms in a design. (See 
page 42, optional rule 9.) 


Handbook Update, page 42, 

add the following. 

9. Depending upon the decision of the affil- 
iate, this optional rule may be added to rule 
11 on page 41. A leaf support may be placed 
on large standard plants if it is displayed on 
a pedestal on the Awards’ Table. This allows 
heavy leaves to be supported, if needed to 
prevent petiole damage. The leaf support 
should not be readily visible. 


Handbook Update, page 69 

2. All plants shall be planted in the container 
and no cut plant material shall be permitted 
unless it is used as an accessory. Height in 
container gardens should be achieved with 
plant material and not accessories. Drift- 
wood, branches, and slate/rock are acces- 
sories and may be used effectively in the 
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garden landscape, but not to achieve overall 
height. No bases are allowed in container gar- 
den classes and containers may not be placed 
within other containers. 


Following the question-and-answer session 
at the Judges Breakfast, a PowerPoint of 
container garden slides showed everyone a 


Photo credit: Svetlana Repkina 


visual of various options for container gar- 
dens. A discussion helped educate those who 
attended. Be sure to add this breakfast to 
your convention agenda in Phoenix. You may 
win some raffle tickets or leaves to rare and 
desirable varieties. 


RS-Pianistka 


2023 AVSA Convention 
New Introduction 
Hybridized by: S. Repkina 
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Meet the 2022 AVM 
Article Contest Winners 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor @avsa.org 


2nd Place, Advanced 

Roy Roberts 

Roy started growing African violets in 1992 
after attending a show and sale put on by 
the Aurora Borealis African Violet Society in 
Anchorage, Alaska. Mentoring by experienced 
club members like Amelia Walsh, Helen 
Krumery and Dodie Nelson helped jumpstart 
his growing skills and knowledge about 
African violets. Due to a job change and move 
to the Lower 48 in 1995, African violets were 
put on hold. Finally, in 2022, after the gifting 
of a couple of NOID plants by his wife’s 
friend, Roy’s love for African violets was 
reignited. Soon after, he joined the African 
Violet Society of Greater Tulsa, African Violet 
Society of America and later the Missouri 
Valley African Violet Council. Roy’s long-term 
goals are to compete in local and national 
shows and cultivate a new variety for reg- 
istration. Roy loves the beauty of African 
violets but also enjoys the technical and 
science-oriented side of plant growing. 


2nd Place, Beginner/Intermediate 

Karyn Cichocki 

I’ve been growing African violets since | joined 
my first club in 1982 when | lived on Long 
Island, New York. | became an AVSA judge in 
1983 and am a Master Judge for both AVSA 
and The Gesneriad Society. My husband and 
| moved to Lafayette, New Jersey, in 1994. | 
joined both The African Violet Club of Morris 
County and The Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
Gesneriad Society (now called The African 


Violet and Gesneriad Society of NJ). Besides 
participating in my local chapter shows, | also 
enjoy participating in state and national 
shows. 


As | serve on The Gesneriad Society Seed Fund 
Committee, growing species gesneriads is 
important to me. The biggest part of my violet 
collection consists of species, but | also grow 
a few standards, semiminiatures, miniatures 
and trailers. They all live on a plant stand in 
my dining room. The bulk of the other gesne- 
riad collection lives on six plant stands in my 
basement. 


| also enjoy outdoor gardening as well as bird 
watching and am a member of the Sussex 
County Bird Club. 


National Garden Bureau names 
2024 Year of the African Violet 


The National Garden Bureau, a non- 
profit that shares information about flow- 
ering and food-producing plants with 
home gardeners, has declared 2024 “Year 
of the African Violet” in the houseplant 
category. The “Year of the” program 
chooses crops specifically for the North 
American market that are easy to grow, 
genetically diverse and have a lot of new 
breeding to showcase. Other “Year of the” 
plants for 2024 include Hostas (perenni- 
als), lilies (bulbs) and buddleia (flowering 
shrubs). 
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AVSA Membership 
Promotion for 2023-24 


By Stephen Covolo-Hudson 


Email: membership @avsa.org 


The Membership Committee is thrilled to 
announce our membership drive for the 
African Violet Society of America, and we cor- 
dially invite you and your friend(s) to become 
valued members. As a dedicated and passion- 
ate advocate for African violets, AVSA strives to 
profoundly impact all aspects of African violet 
care, culture and promotion. By joining us as 
a new or renewing continued member, you 
will have the opportunity to actively contribute 
to our noble mission and support the care 
and culture of the houseplant we all love. 


We are offering a $10 gift certificate code for 
products from the AVSA Store for new one- 
year individual, associate and digital members. 
The offer is also valid for existing members who 
renew for three years. Log on to www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org or call 409-839-4725 
to start or renew your membership today. This 
offer will begin September 1, 2023 and end on 
December 31, 2024. The code will be issued 
once AVSA processes your payment. Once 
you’re issued your gift certificate code, you 
can shop at the AVSA storefront. This offer 
excludes 2024 and 2025 products such as the 
2024 and 2025 African violet calendar and 
convention promotional items. 


This is a perfect time for all affiliates to run a 
membership drive for AVSA. It’s as simple as 
bringing a laptop to the meeting and asking all 
non-members of AVSA to sign up. Some of the 
products purchased by the members can be 
useful as monthly programs at the affiliate 
meetings. 


We are offering a 


$10 gift certificate 


code for products 
from the AVSA Store 
for new one-year 
individual, associate 


and digital members. 


Affiliates can earn cash with this deal, too. 
Each individual, affiliate or Commercial who 
refers 10 or more new members to AVSA from 
September 1, 2023 through December 31, 2024 
will receive $1 for each member recruited. Be 
sure the new member fills out the referral blank 
on the order form or website. It’s that simple. 


Remember, your membership supports AVSA’s 
ability to continue to be the world authority on 
African violets. All members receive the African 
Violet Magazine, discounts on shopping and 
access to the members-only section of the 
AVSA website. Another advantage is an early 
registration discount for the annual conven- 
tion. Plus, you’ll have the personal fulfillment 
of knowing you’re supporting an organization 
that cares deeply about the future of the 
African violet. 
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Let’s Go to the Library! 


By Kurt Jablonski 


Email: kurtmjablonskijr@ yahoo.com 


The Library Committee has been dedicated 
to preserving the history of AVSA National Con- 
vention shows as well as other local and 
regional shows. With that in mind, | would like 
to thank my committee for taking the time 
to photograph the convention show in Atlanta. 
This would not have been possible without 
Richard Craft, Becky McMeel and all the other 
committee members and volunteers. | truly 
appreciate all your hard work! 


Each year, the convention gives exhibitors and 
attendees the chance to share in a week of 
everything African violet related. If you have 
not been to a convention show, | truly recom- 
mend it as there is nothing on earth like it. 


If you are unable to attend in person, the 
Library Committee has amassed a collection of 
AVSA convention programs that are excellent 
materials for a club meeting or one’s own 
enjoyment. 


As always, my goal is to bring unique digital 
content to members. This will be achieved by 
creating new club programs, YouTube videos 
and educational media. | would like to inter- 
view African violet hybridizers, create videos 
of our conversations and provide a look at 


their growing rooms and goals in creating new 
hybrids. Secondly, | would like to incorporate 
more media relating to design. AVSA has so 
many amazing designers and it would be awe- 
some to develop some design tutorials from 
the best in the business. 


In the meantime, the AVSA website has plenty 
of resources produced by the Library Commit- 
tee that members can view. There are the con- 
vention pages, a photo gallery and educational 
media such as “Perfectly Pittman.” You can 
also check out the AVSA YouTube channel for 
interesting videos. 


Be a part of AVSA history. Are you a skilled pho- 
tographer who wants to display your beauti- 
ful photos or videos of winning horticulture 
or design exhibits? Do you have experience 
behind a video camera and want to tape an 
AVSA workshop? Can you creatively edit video 
content so everyone can enjoy an educational 
video on our YouTube channel? 


If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
please reach out to Kurt Jablonski at kurtm 
jablonskijr@yahoo.com. We look forward to 
creating new content for all AVSA members. 
See you in Phoenix! 
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Minutes of the Annual 
Meeting of the African Violet 
Society of America, Inc. 


By Rich Follett 


Email: secretary @avsa.org 


The annual membership meeting of the 
African Violet Society of America, Inc. was 
called to order by Second Vice President 
Glenda Williams on June 2 at 3:18 p.m. EST. 
Third Vice President Sharon Shannon was 
unable to attend. The invocation was given 
by Rev. April Van Ness, and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Second Vice President 
Glenda Williams. Second Vice President 
Williams introduced herself, followed by the 
officers on the dais, and then presented the 
AVSA President, Susan Anderson. 


Rich Follett, Secretary, reported that a quorum 
of 50 members was present. Follett read the 
Standing Rules for the Annual Meeting and 
moved for their adoption. The motion was 
seconded by Immediate Past President Sue 
Ramser. President Anderson called for a show 
of hands in the affirmative, and then in the 
negative. A two-thirds majority having been 
established, the Standing Rules were adopted. 
A copy of the Standing Rules is included with 
these minutes. 


President Anderson appointed Sam Cunningham, 
Chair, and April Van Ness and Marge Farrand 
to approve the 2023 Annual Meeting Min- 
utes. Richard Craft was appointed Time- 
keeper. President Anderson appointed Bill 
Patterson, Chair, and Jackie Leitzel and Joyce 
Stork to be the Tellers. Mary Thompson 
reported that the minutes of the 2022 Annual 
Meeting were approved. 


Jill Jensen, Resolutions Chair, presented the 
Courtesy Resolution, which is included and 


was published on the AVSA website under the 
Atlanta convention. Jensen made a motion for 
the Courtesy Resolution to be adopted, fol- 
lowed by a voice vote, called for by President 
Anderson. The resolution was adopted. 


President Anderson called for Joyce Stork of 
the Bylaws Committee to present proposed 
bylaws amendments previously approved by 
the Board of Directors. Stork presented a 
proposed amendment, by addition and 
renumbering, to Article VIII, Executive Com- 
mittee, paragraph 2, along with a correspond- 
ing rationale. President Anderson called for 
debate; hearing none, a voice vote was taken, 
and the amendment was adopted. 


President Anderson announced a Special 
Called Board Meeting to be held directly after 
the Open Forum. 


President Anderson called for any further 
business. Hearing no further business and 
no objections, the meeting was adjourned 
at 4:06 PM EST. 


African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
Annual Membership Meeting Standing 
Rules 

1. All remarks shall be addressed to the chair. 


2. Members rising to make motions or debate 
shall come to the microphone and state their 
names. 


3. Debate shall be limited to two (2) minutes 
for each speaker. 


16 African Violet Magazine - September- October 2023 


4. Main motions and amendments longer than 
a few words shall be written on one of the 
special forms for this purpose and given to the 
chair. 


5. Substantive motions shall be voted on by 
written ballot. 


6. All electronic devices should be set on silent 
during the meeting. 


7. When nominations are made from the floor 
for an officer or director, a two (2) minute 
nominating speech for each candidate will be 
permitted. 


8. In the event there is more than one (1) can- 
didate for an office, and a majority is not 
achieved by any candidate on the first ballot, 
the two candidates with the highest numbers 
of votes shall be the candidate for the second 
ballot. 


9. In the event of a ballot vote, doors to the 
room Shall be closed and no one shall enter 
or exit the room during the counting of the 
ballots except the Teller Committee. 


Courtesy Resolution, AVSA Annual 
Meeting, Saturday, June 3, 2023 

Whereas, The African Violet Society of America, 
Inc. convened its first convention in the City 
of Atlanta, Georgia in October 1947; and 


Whereas, with great joy and gratitude, the 
African Violet Society of America, Inc. returned 
this week to the place “Where it All Began” to 
hold its 77th Annual Convention from May 28, 
2023 through June 4, 2023, in Atlanta, Georgia. 


Now, therefore, be it Resolved: 


AVSA hereby offers its profound gratitude to 
those who faithfully planned and worked 
toward the holding of this convention in 
Atlanta, Georgia for the enjoyment, education, 
and motivation of its membership to promote 
and perpetuate the work of the African Violet 
Society of America, Inc. and of our hobby: 


To Randy G. Deutsch and Candace Baldwin, 
Convention Co-Chairs, and to the 2023 Atlanta 
Convention Chairs: Terri Post, Joyce Stork, Jill 
Jensen, Janet Castiglione, Linda Hall, Sue 
Myers, Johnnie Berry, Phillis Hinkle, Jessika 
Thompson, Mary Thompson, and Pat Mattson 
for their efforts, leadership, and dedication in 
making this 77th Annual Convention an enjoy- 
able, educational, and memorable experience; 


To Danny Tidwell and Suzanne Roberts, Show 
Co-Chairs and Atlanta Show Chairs: Tom 
Glembocki, Kathy Bell, Kevin Degner, Judy 
Dupont, Phillis Hinkle, Terri Post, Carol Semrau, 
Gail Podany, and Leonard Re for making the 
Show at this year’s AVSA Convention another 
outstanding opportunity for learning, growing, 
and showing African violets and other gesner- 
iads and educating the public about the plants 
we love to grow; 


To AVSA’s Convention Committee led by Kathy 
Lahti and her committee chairs: Kathy Bell, 
Commercial Vendors, Kathy Lahti and Patricia 
Mattson, Tours, Rich Follett and Jill Jensen, 
Presentations/AV, Winston Goretsky, Internet, 
Winston Goretsky and Richard Craft, Photogra- 
phers, Candace Baldwin, First-time Convention 
Attendees, Brenda Petry and Bill Price, Inter- 
national Inspections-Phytosanitary Certificates, 
Sharon Shannon, Convention Manual, Joe 
Bruns, Souvenir Book, and Lynn Lombard, 
Advisory; 


To Susan Anderson, AVSA’s 40th president, 
Mary Corondan, 1st Vice President, 

Glenda Williams, 2nd Vice President, 

Sharon Shannon, 3rd Vice President, 

Rich Follett, Secretary, 

Terri Post, Treasurer, and 

Sue Ramser, Immediate Past President, for 
their many hours of thoughtful service, strate- 
gic decision-making, and leadership of the 
African Violet Society of America, Inc. in the 
past year; 
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To AVSA’s Standing Committee Chairs and their 
committees: 

Jeri Anderson, Affiliates 

Richard Craft, AVM Advertising, 

Kathy Bell, Commercial Activities, 

Kathy Lahti, Convention, 

Terri Post, Show Awards and Finance, 

Randy G. Deutsch, Fundraising, 

Kurt Jablonski, Library, 

Joyce Stork, Marketing, 

Stephen Covolo-Hudson, Membership, 

Linda Price, Nominating, 

Joe Bruns, Plant Registration and AVMVL, 
Sandra Skalski, Publications, 

Mary Corondan, Shows and Judges, 

Linda Hall, Society Awards, and 

Candace Baldwin, TechWeb, 

for their dedicated volunteer leadership and 
lending their time and expertise to help AVSA 
carry out its business; 


To all members of AVSA who have contri- 
buted or worked toward the success of the 
2023 Convention; 


To Joe Bruns for his work in creating, main- 
taining, and updating the AVSA Show Entries 
Program, and to Louise Cheung and her team 
convened to test the updated program; 


To Candace Baldwin, TechWeb Committee 
Chair, and the members and volunteers of the 
TechWeb Committee for their dedication and 
many hours of work in maintaining and updat- 
ing the AVSA website and other AVSA-technol- 
ogy tools so they can continue to be useful 
resources to members and the public and 
a source of inspiration and information to 
growers around the world; 


To the Executive Committee, the Board of 
Directors of AVSA for performing their duties 
during the year; 


To AVSA Past Presidents for their continued 
dedication, support, and service to AVSA and 
its members; 


To Amy Carruth, Office Manager, and Stephanie 
Travis, Office Secretary, for their service and 
support in efficiently operating the AVSA office 
and as primary points of contact between 
AVSA, its members, and the public; 


To Sophia Bennett, our AVM Editor, for her time 
and expertise in producing the AVM in print 
and digital formats and making it an attractive 
and educational publication for AVSA for its 
members and the public this past year; 


To recognize and thank retiring directors for 
their service the past three years: 

Douglas Allen, 

Dr. Minh Bui, 

Winston Goretsky, 

Nancy Hayes (in memoriam), and 

Sandra Skalski; 


To acknowledge and thank retiring committee 
chairs: 

Jeri Anderson, Affiliate Committee, 

Linda Price, Nominating Committee, 

Dale Martens, Editorial Board, 

Joe Bruns, Plant Registration & Master Plant 
List, and 

Vickie Crider, Convention Show Awards for 
their years of devoted service in leading these 
committees and advancing the work of AVSA; 


To the hybridizers and commercial members 
who provide new varieties, plant materials, 
supplies, and education for all violet growers; 


To all AVSA judges and teachers whose knowl- 
edge helps maintain universal standards and 
the ability to hold AVSA sanctioned shows 
around the world; and 


To the staff and management of the Atlanta 
Sheraton Hotel for their attentive service and 
assistance in helping to make this 77th Annual 
AVSA Convention and Show a great success. 


Now, therefore, be it further resolved: 
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That a copy of this resolution be made a part 
of the minutes of this 2023 AVSA Annual 
Meeting. 


Amendments to the Bylaws 

Article VIII - Executive Committee 

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of 
the President, First Vice President, Second Vice 
President, Third Vice President, Secretary, Trea- 
surer, and the Immediate Past President, pro- 
vided that, that person has completed the full 
term as President of the Society. Otherwise, 
the President, with the approval of the Execu- 
tive Committee, may appoint another Past Pre- 
sident to serve in this capacity. The Finance 
Committee Chair shall also be a member of the 
Executive Committee but will not have voting 
privileges. 

2. The Executive Committee shall establish the 
strategic vision and direction of the Society. 
3. It shall have the authority to conduct any 
necessary business of the Society during 
the interim between meetings of the Board 
of Directors including authorizing emergency 
action. 

4. The Executive Committee shall have the 
authority to hire an Editor and an Office Man- 
ager, as well as such other employees who 
from time to time may be deemed necessary, 
and shall set the terms of employment and 
salary, with approval by the Board of Direc- 
tors and upon the recommendation of the 
Salary Committee. 

5. A vote by mail is authorized. 

6. A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the 
Executive Committee is required for action. 

7. A report of any action taken by mail shall 
be verified and made a part of the minutes of 
the next meeting of the Board of Directors. 


Article X, Committees, Section I, 
Standing Committees, paragraph Io, 
Marketing: 

10. MARKETING: shall develop and organize a 
Marketing Plan for AVSA to enhance the 
visibility and reputation of AVSA. 


Article X, Committees, Section I, 
Standing Committees, paragraph I1, 
Membership and Promotion: 

11. MEMBERSHIP: shall be responsible for 
expansion of the Society to increase member- 
ship. 


Lest We Forget 

Emma Bygott, ON 

Byron Borck, CA 

Richard C. Bower, CT 

Chalmers (Chuck) Cromer, NE 
Eunice Davis Curry, TX 

Dr. Miriam Logsdon Denham, CO 
Mary Ecker, MD 

Jacqueline (Jackie) Eisenhut, CA 
Marianne Gershon, PA 

Marilyn Hartke, MA 

Nancy Hayes, CT 

Miriam Pendleton, VA 

Dorothy Ruth Rumsey, TX 

Joan Santino, PA 

Jan Schroeder, OH 

Steven Spachek, TX 

Sharon Straw, FL 

Thelma Thompson, SC 
Margaret Taylor, Australia 
Tricia Taylor, MO 

Ruth Tutor, TN 

Janice Kay Tyler-Blanchard, NC 
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B African Violet and Gesneriad Society of 
Syracuse, NY — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Hunter’s 
Kashmir, Buckeye Country Charm, Jersey 
Snow Flakes; Best in Show/Best Standard: 
Cajun’s Pandemic Blues; Best Semiminiature: 
Hunter’s Cabbage Goddess; Best Miniature: 
Cassannie; Best Species: S. 5c1 clone 
ionanthus; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Linda Rowe. 

eBest AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Mac’s Misty 
Meadow, Rob’s Astro Zombie, Ness’ Sheer 
Peach; Best Gesneriad: Sinningia iarae, 
Donna Coleman. 

eBest Trailer: Rob’s Jindalee, Shirley Mills. 
eBest Design, Lee Hoke. 

eDesign Sweepstakes, Penny Moore. 


B African Violet Society of 

Springfield, PA — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Nostalgia, Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler, 
Buckeye Exotic Dancer; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Tiptop, Boo Man, Little Pro; 
Best in Show/Best Standard: Buckeye 
Nostalgia; Best Semiminiature: Tiptop; 

Best Trailer: Rob’s Gundaroo; Best Design; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Kurt Jablonski. 
e2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Dark 
Kiss, Ness’ Crinkle Blue, Thunder Surprise; 
Best AVSA Species Collection: S. 5b 

clone confusa, S. 5c1 clone jonanthus, 

S. 5h clone rupicolus; Best Species: 

S. 5b clone confusa, Erika Geimonen. 

e Best Gesneriad: Streptocarpus ‘Ladyslippers 
Grape Ice’, Alice Dulaney. 

e Design Sweepstakes, Donna Biggs. 


And the Winners Are... 


By Mary Corondan 


Email: winners @ avsa.org 


@ Garden State African Violet 

Club, NJ — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Nostalgia, Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler, 
Buckeye Main Squeeze; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Buckeye Nostalgia; Best Miniature: 
Rob’s Soliloquy; Best Trailer: Rob’s Gundaroo; 
Best Design; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Kurt Jablonski. 

eBest AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Precious 
Red, Shirl’s Hawaiian Lei, Jolly Orchard; 
Best Semiminiature: Ness’ Pixie Grin; 

Best Gesneriad: Sinningia ‘Stone’s Yulia’, 
Tim Ferguson. 

eBest Species: S. 5b clone confusa 

Mather E, April Van Ness. 

eDesign Sweepstakes, Grace Rarich. 


§ Metropolitan St. Louis African Violet 
Council, MO — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Ma’s Blue 
Spinner, Joker, Victorian Parasol; Best AVSA 
Mini/Semi Collection: Jolly Pepper, 
Beginner’s Luck, Ness’ Satin Rose; Best in 
Show/Best Semiminiature: Jolly Pepper; 
Best Standard: Joker; Best Miniature: 
Roller Rink; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Linda Sumski. 

Best Trailer: Cajun’s McKenna Trail, 
Martha Nix. 

eBest Gesneriad: Sinningia ‘Wood Nymph’, 
Carol Brown. 

Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 

Fran Russom. 


§ Moonlight African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society, TX — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: AE- It’s 
Raining, Optimara Hiroshige, Optimara 
Michigan; Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: 
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Jolly Wit’s End; Best Standard: Optimara 
Hiroshige; Best Miniature: Jolly Redneck; 
Best Trailer: Rob’s Boolaroo; Best 
Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Cleopatra’; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Kathy Leach. 

eBest Species. S. 5b clone confusa 
Mather E, Russell Brown. 

eBest Design, Diane Neuman. 

eDesign Sweepstakes, Bonnie Harris. 


South Coast African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society, CA — Winners: 
eBest in Show/Best Semiminiature: Jolly 
Texan; Best Standard: Buckeye Northern 
Lights; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Leonard Re. 

eBest Gesneriad: Sinningia macrostachya, 
Carolyn Griswold. 

eBest Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Georgiann Keller. 


@ Tidewater African Violet 

Society, VA — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Frozen in 
Time, LE-Sestra Korolevy, Louisiana Lullaby; 
Best Semiminiature: Thunder Surprise; 
Best Miniature: Sport of N-Avatar; Best 
Trailer: Carolina Jubilation; Best Gesneriad: 
Columnea ‘Light Prince’, LaDonna Hopson. 
e2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: 
Thunder Surprise, Rob’s Dodo Bird, 

Irish Flirt; Best Standard: K’s Mix and 
Mingle, Jackie Leitzel. 

eBest Species Collection: S. 5c1 clone 
ionanthus, S. clone grotei Mather V, S. 5i 
clone velutinus; Best in Show/Best Species: 
S. 5c1 clone jonanthus; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Pat Knight. 

eBest Design; Design Sweepstakes, 
Tammy Dubois. 


Violets Most Wanted List 


By Mary Thompson 


Email: preservingviolets @avsa.org 


Now that convention is over, you may 
have bought some new vintage violets that 
people are looking for. The fall shows are 


Bianca 
Deer Path 


Houdini’s Magic 
Joyful 


also coming up, so if you find some of these 
violets, we would love to be able to pass 
them on. 


Tat’ianin Den’ 
The White Rabbit 
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Common Sense African Violet 
Judging Guide for Point Scoring 


By Kenneth Barbi 


Email: kenbarbi@verizon.net 


Have you ever wondered how AVSA judges 
can walk into a show and pick the winners so 
easily? Well, it takes skill and years of training 
— and a good measure of common sense! 
This is a summary of what is in the AVSA 
Handbook for Growers, Exhibitors, and Judges. 
The image on the next page was originally 
published in the November/December 1998 
African Violet Magazine. 


Plant Size 
Standard plants must be greater than 8 inches 
in diameter (if less, deduct up to 3 points). 


Semiminiature plants must be 8 inches or less 
in diameter (if greater, they are eliminated 
from consideration). Pot ratio does not apply. 


Miniature plants must be 6 inches or less in 
diameter (if greater, they are eliminated from 
consideration). Pot ratio does not apply. 


Trailers (under form) must have 3 crowns with 
at least 1 crown blooming (if only 2 crowns, 
deduct 11 points; if only 1 crown, deduct 22 
points). 


Standard, Miniature and 

Semiminiature Plant 

Symmetry: 

Deduct up to 3 points for each instance of: 

e Gaps or spaces between the leaves or rows of 
leaves. 

e Breaks in the symmetry of the leaf pattern. 

e Uneven distribution of foliage. 


Condition (Cultural Perfection or Grooming): 
eSpent blossom: 1/2 point per blossom 

eLimp, damage, marred, discolored or faded 
blossoms: deduct up to 1/2 point for each. 

e Marred, broken, dead, etc. petiole and pedun- 
cle stubs, suckers not completely removed, 
smaller leaves, dust, soil or traces of spray: 
deduct up to 1 point. 

eOver or under potted, long neck, plant not 
centered or standard plants less than 8 inches: 
deduct up to 3 points. If miniature and semi- 
miniature plants are more than 6 inches or 
8 inches respectively, they are eliminated from 
consideration. 

eSuckers, if present, causes the plant to be 
eliminated from consideration. 


Quantity of Bloom: 

Blossom count too low: deduct proportional 
amount of points — if plant should have 30 
blossoms and only has 15, deduct 12 1/2 points 
out of 25. 


Size and Type of Bloom: 

Deduct up to 5 points for lack of size according 
to variety. 

Deduct 1/2 point for each type of blossom not 
constant or true to variety. 


Color of Bloom: 

Deduct up to 10 points for wrong hue or value. 
Deduct 1/2 point for each solid color instead of 
multicolor blossom. 

Deduct 10 points if blossom color is completely 
different. 
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Trailers 

Form: 

eTrailers must have 3 crowns (if 2 crowns, 
deduct 11 points; if 1 crown, deduct 22 points). 
eBlossoms not on every crown: Deduct a rea- 
sonable number of points, such as: if one 


crown has no blossoms and the blossom point 
score is 25 points, take 8 points off. Blossoms 
not evenly distributed on all 3 main crowns, 
deduct a reasonable number of points. 


Judging The Show Plant 


Compiled by Bill Foster and Mary Ann Corrigan 
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With the recent increased awareness of 
the importance and potential damage from 
Impatiens Necrotic Spot Virus (INSV), I’ve 
received several questions regarding the pos- 
sibility of hybridizing plants that are resistant 
or immune to this pest. The short answer to 
this question is maybe, but it is not very 
likely in the near future. 


To be truly resistant or immune to a virus 
means that the plant must have a method to 
deter the vector of the virus, in this case 
thrips, or have a cellular mechanism that 
prevents the virus from reproducing inside 
the plant. Many plants do have mechanisms 
to deter the vector of a virus. Some have 
thick cuticles on their surfaces, while others 
have chemicals that make the plant unattrac- 
tive or dangerous to the pest. A similar trait 
or mechanism would have to be found that 
deters thrips from feeding on African violets. 


Sometimes natural selection helps identify a 
plant with such a trait when it survives a pest 
attack. Hybridizers can then work with this 
trait and try to increase its effectiveness and 
spread the trait throughout the plant popula- 
tion. This technique requires nothing more 
than traditional plant breeding techniques, 
some luck and time. Of course, the trait that 
makes the plant repellent to a pest might 
also cause the loss of desirable characteris- 
tics, so the hybridizer may have a complex 
task to combine the desired traits together. 
The key to this process is finding a resistant 
plant to begin the breeding program. With the 


In Search of New Violets 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


ability of INSV to hide out in apparent “healthy” 
plants, identification of a truly resistant plant 
is going to be challenging. 


Most African violet 


seed pods require a 


minimum of four 
months to mature, 
and it is common for 
them to take five 


to six months. 


The other method is to develop a plant that can 
prevent the virus from reproducing inside the 
plant. Various mechanisms have been identi- 
fied in recent years, such as RNAi (RNA interfer- 
ence) that knocks out genes (and viruses) in 
other organisms. Finding a method to block 
virus reproduction in plants involves a great 
deal of high-level biotechnology. It’s possible, 
but not something the average grower or 
hybridizer is likely to be able to accomplish. 
These technologies usually take the efforts and 
resources of a sophisticated plant research 
genetics program such as those in commercial 
agriculture crops like corn and soybeans. 
African violets may be an important flowering 
houseplant, but the economic value of the 
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“crop” is not at the same magnitude of impor- 
tance as compared to corn or soybeans. Apply- 
ing the necessary biotechnologies to African 
violets is not an economical prospect at this 
time. 


In summary, the average grower of African 
violets is going to have to follow the advice 
and practice regarding the control of thrips to 
stop INSV infections in their collection. The 
technology of developing hybrids that are 
resistant to thrips or can stop INSV from 
spreading inside the plant is there but likely to 
remain out of the reach of the hobbyist grower 
for now. 


Q: I'd like to develop plants with coral- 
colored flowers on crown variegated 
foliage. What would you suggest for the 
way to meet this goal? 

A: It will likely take you two generations to 
develop this combination if you start from 
scratch. The first cross would be to use a 
crown variegated plant as the seed parent 
and your coral-colored flower plant as the 
pollen parent. Crown variegation is a mater- 
nally inherited trait, so all of the F1 seedlings 
should have this trait. Coral flowers are a 
genetic recessive, so your F1 offspring are 
unlikely to show this flower color. I’d also sug- 
gest using a crown variegated seed parent 
that has pink- or fuchsia-colored flowers. These 
colors will allow the coral colors to express in 
the next generation. Avoid a seed parent with 
any shade of blue, as this is a dominant 
flower color and will be difficult to eliminate 
in the next generation. 


Your second cross should be a backcross of 
your best Fl seedling or seedlings to the 
coral-flowered pollen parent. This cross will 
conserve the crown variegation and allow 
approximately half of the next generation 
to show the recessive coral-colored flowers. 
If you used a fuchsia-colored plant as the 
original seed parent and have some variegated 


fuchsia-colored F1 offspring, there will be a 
possibility for coral-red flowers in the back- 
cross too. Good luck in achieving your goal. 


Q: I’m new to hybridizing and have just 
made several crosses. I can see the seed 
pods developing on some of the plants. 
Howsoon can [ harvest and plant the seeds? 
A: Welcome to hybridizing. Getting your first 
seed pod is very exciting. However, you are 
going to have a very long wait before the 
seeds will be ready to harvest and plant. 


African violets take a very long time to mature 
their fruits or seed pods. Most seed pods 
require a minimum of four months to mature, 
and it is common for them to take five to six 
months. The reason for the long maturation 
period appears to be an adaptation to sea- 
sonal rains in the native habitats of African 
violets. The plants flower in the rainy season 
but hold the seeds through the months of 
the dry season. The seed capsules will then 
release the tiny seeds at the beginning of the 
next rainy season, allowing the seeds a chance 
to have adequate water to grow and become 
established. The long development time is not 
due to a need for growing large seeds and 
fruits or meeting high energy or nutrient 
demands of the seeds; it is a delay in the tim- 
ing to give the seeds the optimal growing 
conditions needed to be successful when the 
weather finally becomes favorable. 


For your hybridizing, leave the green seed 
pods on the plant for now. The petals will dry 
up and die, but the seed pods should remain 
green and on a green stalk. After four to six 
months, the seed pod will dry out and the 
stem will also turn brown and dry up. At this 
stage, the seed pod can be removed. Most 
hybridizers allow the seed pods to further dry 
out in a warm place for an additional two to 
three weeks. After this time, the seed pod can 
be split over a small square of white paper 
and the seeds released for planting. Viable 
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seeds should appear black and shiny. Any seeds 
that are grey and dull colored are unlikely to 
be viable. 


It is desirable to mark a seed pod with a col- 
ored thread, piece of yarn or very small tag. 
This will help remind you not to groom off the 
dead blooms too soon and lose your work. 
Keep a record of the thread color in your notes 
giving the pollen parent for the cross and the 
date the cross was made. After a few weeks, it 
is easy to forget this information. If the seed 
pod dries up in only a few weeks, it is unlikely 
to have viable seeds. Having the date of the 
cross in your records will help you realize if 
the timing is too soon. African violet fruits or 
seed pods don’t turn a different color when 
ripe, so knowing the date range between the 
cross to harvesting the seed pod is impor- 
tant. It is very tempting to remove the seed 
pod too early and not get mature-enough 
seeds to plant. 


You may want to pollinate several flowers on 
the same bloom stalk and get several seed 
pods started at roughly the same time. Having 
multiple seed pods signals the plant to grow 
them to maturity. A single seed pod on a 
bloom stalk is much more likely to abort or 
dry up too soon. You can produce the seed 
pods on a bloom stalk using the same or dif- 
ferent pollen parents. However, if you switch 
pollen parents, be sure to tag each individual 
seed pod accordingly. Keeping the records 
straight will be important for genetic and plant 
registration purposes. 


Good luck with your efforts. Be patient. Most 
hybridizers calculate that it takes about a year 
from a cross to a blooming plant. Several 
months are waiting for the seed pods to 
mature and several months are needed for the 
seeds to germinate and grow the plants to 
blooming size. 


The plants that 
appear above the 
leaf bracts have 


the best chance of 


being chimeras. 


Q: I’ve put down bloom stalks for starting 
new chimera plants, but I’m confused on 
where the new plants should be growing 
from. Some plantlets appear to be growing 
from the cut surface of the bloom stalks 
and other plantlets appear to be higher 
up on the bloom stalk with the bracts. Will 
there be a difference in the babies produced 
at the two locations? 

A: Yes, there could be a difference in the plants 
produced at these two locations. The plantlets 
that appear at the base of the bloom stalk will 
be like plantlets produced by traditional leaf 
cuttings. These plantlets are developing out of 
single cells of the epidermis layer and will not 
carry traits such as chimera flowers or foliage. 
They are likely to only have flowers similar in 
color to the outer stripe in a chimera flower or 
chimera leaf. These plantlets are unlikely to be 
true to type to a chimera parent. 


The plants growing above the bracts are devel- 
oping from tiny buds at the base of the bracts. 
The buds will contain two tissue layers: the 
epidermis and the mesophyll. These plantlets 
will keep the cell layering necessary for 
chimera flowers and foliage. Since your goal 
in using bloom stalks was to reproduce 
chimera plantlets, the ones that appear above 
the leaf bracts have the best chance of being 
chimeras. 
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Photo credit: Li Huang 


Dew’s Frosted Cranberry 


2023 AVSA Convention New Introduction 
Hybridized by: L. Huang 
Semiminiature 
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My First Violets: 


How to Eliminate Fungus Gnats 


By Sandra Skalski 


Email: publications @avsa.org 


Fungus gnats are no fun, as anyone who 
has experienced a cloud of critters around 
their violets can attest. While most infestations 
don’t cause significant harm to your plants, 
fungus gnats can spread fungal disease. In 
heavy infestations, the larvae can damage 
roots. For many growers, fungus gnats are a 
constant battle. Let’s look at some ways you 
can win the war. 


Fungus gnats go through four life stages: egg, 
larva, pupa and adult. Adults live about a 
week and females can lay up to 300 eggs dur- 
ing their lifetime. Eggs hatch in about three 
days at normal room temperatures. The larvae 
feed on decaying organic material, fungus and 
plant roots. In the soil, they look like tiny 
worms with black heads. The larvae develop 
into pupae in the potting mix and emerge as 
adults in about two weeks. 


Fungus gnats are very common in both indoor 
and outdoor gardens. You can bring them in 
on a new plant (it doesn’t have to be a violet) 
or they may fly in from outside. If you are 
careful about isolating plants, you may be able 
to prevent them. 


However, you don’t even have to have a plant 
to get fungus gnats. Some bags of potting mix 
come with a fungus gnat farm, no extra 
charge. If you find your bag of potting mix has 
gnats, bake the soil in a disposable aluminum 
pan at 250 degrees F for one hour. When you 
purchase potting mix, choose bags or bales 
with no holes to reduce the chance of bringing 
home gnats. 


Like many of the insects that plague our vio- 
lets, part of a fungus gnat’s life cycle is spent 
in the soil, generally out of reach of most 
insecticide sprays. Spraying adult gnats is usu- 
ally ineffective since most of the time they 
hover around the plants but aren’t sitting on 
them. Systemic insecticides have little impact, 
as fungus gnats usually don’t feed on the 
plant itself but on decaying materials in the 
soil mix. 


To eliminate this pest, you need an approach 
that targets both the larvae and adults. This 
article will discuss some organic and mechan- 
ical solutions to the problem. 


Let’s look at some ways to reduce the adult 
gnat population. Sticky cards should always 
be part of your violet-growing supplies. Not 
only do they alert you to pest problems, in 
the case of fungus gnats, they catch the 
adults before they can lay more eggs. Sticky 
cards won’t eliminate the problem, but they 
are one way you can get the problem under 
control. 


The Farmer’s Almanac has another low-tech 
solution to try. In a quart jar, combine 2 cups 
of water, 2 tablespoons of sugar, 2 tablespoons 
of white or apple cider vinegar and two drops 
of liquid soap. Be sure to use soap and not 
detergent. Stir well to dissolve the sugar and 
place where flying things bug you. For me, this 
mixture didn’t catch many fungus gnats, but 
it is the best way to eliminate fruit flies that 
| have ever tried. Keep a jar near your fruit this 
summer and fall and be free from those pests. 


28 African Violet Magazine - September- October 2023 


Looking for a more modern solution? Technol- 
ogy has produced modern versions of “sticky 
cards,” but do they work any better than the 
low-tech paper and glue? | tried them all so 
you don’t have to. 


Indoor bug zappers use LED or fluorescent 
lights to attract insects, then zap them with 
an electric current. I’ve been using a unit that 
takes two small fluorescent tubes. It elimi- 
nates a lot of pests, including house flies. The 
downsides are the initial cost and cost of 
replacement tubes, and the danger of you or 
someone else getting a zap if you come into 
contact with the electrified part of the device. 
There are now LED versions that don’t require 
changing bulbs, but the danger of getting a 
shock is still there. 


Katchy attracts insects with a UV light and a 
small fan draws the critters down to where 
they hopefully land on a white sticky card. It 
is available on sites like Amazon for $40 to 
$45. | originally bought this to help with fruit 
flies, but when it didn’t put a dent in that 
problem, | tried it in my violet area. Sadly, it 
didn’t do much catching for me, although your 
mileage may vary. 


A new device on the market uses a white 
sticky card and LED light to attract gnats. 
There are several brands available. | bought 
one from Safer Home that retailed for about 
$18. | deployed it around my orchids in the 
dining room and so far, it has caught a lot of 
gnats. The downside is it only comes with one 
replacement card, so you have to shell out 
some more cash for those. 


Wouldn’t it be great if plants ate our bugs 
instead of the other way around? Patricia De 
La Torre wrote a great article about using 
carnivorous plants to control fungus gnats. 
Check it out in the May/June 2023 issue of 
the African Violet Magazine. 


All of the solutions described above will help 
to reduce the adult population. However, just 
a few remaining adults can lay eggs and 
keep the infestation going. To eliminate the 
problem, you need to go after the larvae. 


Diatomaceous earth (DE) is the crushed 
remains of diatoms, tiny organisms with hard 
silicious coverings. The tiny particles have 
sharp edges that can cut through the protec- 
tive shell of insects, causing them to leak 
body fluids and dry up. DE is most effective 
when it is dry, so its use in fighting fungus 
gnats is questionable. You can try and add 
it to your soil mix, but be sure to purchase 
only DE labeled as food grade. Non-food- 
grade DE has a different composition. Some 
people sprinkle DE on the surface of the 
soil to prevent fungus gnats. If you try this 
method, be sure and use a good dust mask 
to avoid inhaling the sharp particles. 


Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) is a naturally occur- 
ring soil bacteria that can be deadly to many 
types of insects, including fungus gnat larvae. 
You may be familiar with Bt in the form of 
a small donut shape known as a mosquito 
dunk. Bt is widely available in a liquid form 
and is applied as a soil drench at a rate of 
1 teaspoon per gallon. You can put the 
solution in a squirt bottle and apply it to the 
surface of the potting mix. | also add some 
to my fertilizer mix and use the solution to 
fill my wick reservoirs. 


You can’t declare victory on fungus gnats. | 
unplugged the bug zapper and didn’t reapply 
Bt. A couple months later, the gnats were 
back. Lesson learned. Now | have a fresh 
bottle of Bt and new bulbs for my zapper. 
Look out gnats; your days are numbered. 
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Family Portrait: 


Metapetrocosmea tamiana 
By Mel Grice 


Email: melsgrice@ gmail.com 


Metapetrocosmea tamiana is one of my _ through extensive DNA analysis that this plant 
favorite gesneriads and well worth growing. belongs in the genus Metapetrocosmea. 
Many of you have been growing it for years 
with several different names on the label — 
Chirita tamiana, Primulina tamiana and Deinos- 
tigma tamiana. Botanists have now determined 


Metapetrocosmea is a small genus of rosette- 
growing gesneriads from China and east Asia. 
The name Metapetrocosmea is derived from 


Photo credit: Metapetrocosmea tamiana grown by Diane Pagé. Photo credit: Mel Grice. 
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the Greek word for “after” combined with 
the name of the genus Petrocosmea, which 
has similar-looking plants. They are found 
growing in forests and by the sides of 
streams on limestone rocks. They will grow 
well in a cool basement, on a windowsill or 
under artificial lights. They prefer a well- 
draining, light soil mixture placed in shallow 
pan pots. Just grow them as you would an 
African violet and they will reward you with 
almost constant blooms if mildly fertilized. 


FEATURES 

@ High quality double-insulated 
stainless steel drinkware maintains 
beverage temperature 

@ Hand wash - easy to clean 

Available in many styles and colors 

# Optional lid choice 


Place group order and save on shipping. 
Orders over $110.01 shipped free! 


See details and place orders at 
mdengravinggifts.com/avsa-orders.html 


Proceeds benefit the 
African Violet Society of America Inc. 


Tubular white blooms are held high above 
oval-shaped, shiny green leaves that closely 
resemble those of their African violet cousins. 
The white blooms have two dark purple rays 
or stripes on the bottom of the throat. Each 
bloom stalk has multiple blooms that easily 
self-seed themselves. M. tamiana is easily 
propagated from a leaf or by sowing seeds. 


Everyone should try growing one or more of 
these plants. M. tamiana is a great gesneriad to 
grow and enjoy. | heartily recommend it to you. 


AVSA Drinkware a 


Order Yours Now! 
AVSA has contracted with MD Engraving (Sioux Falls, 
SD), to bring you customizable drinkware products. 


Perfect for the office or growing room. Great gift for 
outgoing officers or judges! 


CUSTOMIZABLE (no extra cost) 

@ Choose one of three AVSA logos or 
submit your own affiliate logo 

@ Add a second image to the reverse 
side 

@ Add a name personalization 

@ Many options available 
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Larisa Sheveleva’s 
Unusual Hybrids 


By Vladimir Kalgin 


Email: vkalgin@ yahoo.com 


My wife Tatiana and | brought leaves of 
Russian/Ukrainian hybrids to the AVSA conven- 
tion for the first time in 2004 because Joyce 
Stork asked me to give a presentation on our 
hybridizers and clubs. My impression was 
that American growers liked the hybrids since 
at the convention, auction bids were up to 
$150 a leaf. Since that time, hundreds of our 
hybrids have traveled to the U.S. 


What is common for Russian hybrids is very, 
very large flowers with unusual colors. | 
remember American growers asking Dr. Jeff 
Smith if Russian hybridizers used X-rays or 
chemicals to get new varieties. Jeff answered 
that such hybrids could be obtained by usual 
hybridization. While most growers still use 
these methods, at least one is now using 
mutagens. 


For the past three years, local hybridizers 
have gathered twice a year at Dom Fialki 
(The House of Violets) in Moscow for our 
Hybridizer’s Forum and Show. Our goal was to 
gather the hybridizers together to show their 
new introductions and exchange ideas for 
their prospective hybridizing work. Hybridiz- 
ers come from around the country, bringing 
hundreds of their new introductions. In May 
this year at the Hybridizer’s Forum, we had 
presentations by 24 hybridizerss and more 
than 350 new introductions. 


Last October, Larisa Sheveleva came to our 
Hybridizer’s Forum for the first time. She lives 
in Astrakhan in the south of Russia. Larisa 
presented a dozen of her unusual hybrids. All 


of them had uncommon leaves — bustle, 
Clackamas, girl, spooned and combinations. 
For me, the most interesting was a Clacka- 
mas trailer. | love violets with Clackamas 
leaves; | used to grow a couple of minis 
hybridized by George McDonald, but | had 
never seen such a trailer before. | asked Jeff 
what he knew about Clackamas trailers. 
Jeff said that in his column for African Violet 
Magazine, he once explained how to get a 
Clackamas trailer, but he had not heard that 
any hybridizer succeeded. 


Larisa did not read the column, so | was 
interested to know how she managed to 
hybridize a trailer with Clackamas leaves and 
create her other unusual violets. Larisa said 
that the first time she saw violets was in 
2018. They were grown by Elena Nemchinova. 
Her daughter took Larisa to the AV grower in 
their home city to buy a violet as a gift for 
their friends. Larisa was amazed by the hun- 
dreds of beautiful blooming violets. Since that 
time, her whole world has become colored 
by flowers. 


She noticed that every violet had a name. 
So, she knew about the hybridizers and 
decided to create her own hybrid. Larisa 
decided to hybridize for unusual leaves. From 
Elena, she knew about Clackamas hybrids by 
Svetlana Osipova from St. Petersburg. She con- 
tacted Svetlana and was happy to get her 
hybridizing advice. The first pollination was the 
same year. She tried to use as parents only 
violets with Clackamas, girl or bustle foliage. 
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Larisa is a cook and did not have any know- 
ledge or experience with hybridizing. She did 
not make notes that time, so she does not 
even remember who the parents of her first 
hybrids were. 


The first hybrid she developed was LV-Egorka 
with very unusual leaves. | grow some of David 
Senk’s hybrids, and Larisa’s violet reminded me 
of Senk’s Anemone. | asked Larisa if she used 
some Senk’s hybrids as parents. Larisa did 
not have any Senk’s violets and believes that 
LV-Egorka did not inherit its traits from his 
parents but was the result of a mutation. 


~ Larisa Sheveleva. All photos by lana Nemchinova. 


Larisa is very enthusiastic about using different 
mutagens to get unusual hybrids. She used 
mutagens on leaves, seeds and seedlings. When 
she sowed the seeds from her first seed pod, 
she watered them with a solution of caffeine 
and antibiotics to induce mutations. She tried 
Colchicum bulb juice, acetone and formalin 
solutions for germinating seedlings. She used 
a quartz lamp to irradiate seedlings. Larisa is 
experimenting with including rusty nails in her 
potting mix, as she has heard that it is a way 
to initiate variegated leaves. 


Larisa is trying to find new mutagens to induce 
mutations. At our Hybridizer’s Forum in May 
this year, | mentioned that low pH levels in 
water could cause chimera mutations. At one 


of the AVSA conventions about 10 years ago, 
there was a presentation by Stanley Ko from 
Hong Kong, who has about 100 chimeras 
registered. At his presentation, Stanley 
explained that he used low pH water to induce 
chimera mutations in his violets. Larisa was 
excited about this new mutagen. She already 
tried water with low pH and has found that 
leaves die in water with pH 4.0 and flourish in 
water with pH 5.2. | hope Larisa can get a lot 
of chimera mutations this way. 


Since the most interesting for me was the 
Clackamas trailer LV-Zozulia exhibited by 
Larisa in October last year, | asked her how 
she managed to get it. She said that she also 
uses X-rays to get mutations. She exposed 
Clackamas leaves to X-rays in a fluorography 
cabinet and that caused the mutation to the 
Clackamas trailer. When | asked Jeff about 
any experience of American hybridizers using 
mutagens to get new hybrids, he did not 
recommend using chemicals since it is dan- 
gerous. Also, he sent me scans of four articles 
published in African Violet Magazine from 1960 
to 1964 about the influence of radiation on 
mutations of violets. Larisa asked me to thank 
him for his advice and the articles since she 
could change her approach to using chemi- 
cals and radiation as mutagens. Like Ameri- 
can growers in the 1960s, Larisa noticed that 
for some reason, violets exposed to X-rays 
usually have white and lavender flowers. 


Larisa has two more Clackamas trailers: LV- 
Kiriusha and LV-lanochka, which also has 
crown variegation. All the trailers were 
obtained as a result of exposing one of 
Larisa’s violets with Clackamas leaves to 
X-rays. Larisa crossed violets with Clackamas 
and bustle leaves that were also exposed to 
radiation. She got Clackamas-bustle vari- 
eties LV-Krylyshki Fei, LV-Marinochka, LV-Son- 
in-Law, LV-Zlate and LV-Aleksiia. Some new 
varieties by Larisa have Clackamas-girl leaves, 
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including LV-Pioner, LV-Ruslan and LV-Ludmila. 
As a result of mutation, Larisa obtained LV- 
Kudriashka Siu, a variety with unusual twisted 
petioles. Some seedlings have spooned-bustle 
leaves. 


LV-Elizabet 


LV-lanochka 


LV-Krylyshki Fei 


LV-Marinochka 


LV-Son-in-Law 
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LV-Pioner 

Now, Larisa grows about 1,000 violets on 
wick watering and a lot of small seedlings on 
mats. She does not have time to ship her 
plants to growers and would like to thank 
Elena Nemchinova, whose violets amazed her 
five years ago. Elena helps with propagating, 
growing new introductions and shipping them 
around Russia. Recently, Elena said that Larisa’s 
unusual varieties were shipped to China and 
Hong Kong. 
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e 
Membership 
Drive Or frican We cordially i avi e yi 


Vio let members. Together, we can create a 
brighter future for African violets and AVSA. 


Society of 
A : We are offering a $10 gift certificate 
merica code for products from the AVSA Store 
for new one-year Individual, Associate 
and Digital members. The offer is also 
valid for existing members who renew 
for three years. To grab this deal, visit 
africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org or 
call 409-839-4725. This offer is good 
September 1, 2023 to December 31, 2024. 
The code will be issued once the AVSA 
processes your payment. Once you’re 
issued your gift certificate code, you can 
shop at the AVSA storefront. (Excludes 2024 
products, i.e, the 2024 African violet calendar 
and convention promotional items.) 


So, buy a one-year gift membership for a 
friend and renew your membership for three 
years simultaneously. Receive a gift code 
per membership purchased. Shop, learn 
and relax. By renewing your membership 

or gifting one, your membership supports 
the leading authority on African violets, 

the African Violet Society of America. While 
renewing or gifting, please consider making 
a Booster donation. 


There is cash to make, too. Each individual, 


Affiliates affiliate or Commercial who refers 10 or more 
This is the perfect time to run a membership drive for new members to AVSA from September 1, 
AVSA. It’s as simple as bringing a laptop to the meeting 2023 to December 31, 2024 will receive $1 
and asking all non-members of AVSA to signup. Some of for each member recruited. Be sure the new 
the products purchased by the members can be useful member fills out the referral blank on the 

as monthly programs at the affiliate meetings. order form or on the website. It’s that simple! 


Your membership supports AVSA’s ability to continue to be the world authority on African violets, and 
you'll receive the African Violet Magazine, discounts on shopping and access to the members-only section 
of africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org. Another advantage is an early-registration discount for the annual 
convention. Plus, you'll have the personal fulfillment of knowing you're supporting an organization that 
cares deeply about the future of the African violet. 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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2023 Article Contest— 


Journey to Best New Cultivar 


By Adrienne “Annie” Rieck 


Email: annieg7v@gmail.com 


I’m a sucker for a coral blossom. In 2020, 
| purchased leaves from one of the late Kent 
Stork’s plants, Mandan Dandy, a dark coral. 
The leaves sprouted and | got a strong plant- 
let. It grew well, with Kent’s signature sym- 
metrical foliage, but when it bloomed it didn’t 
bloom true to its description: “Mandan Dandy 
(K. Stork) Single-semidouble dark coral frilled 
star. Dark green, wavy. Standard.” Instead, 
every bloom stalk had full double blossoms 
— pinkish-coral cabbages that opened to full 
double blossoms. | thought | might experiment 
with it, so | talked to Joyce Stork (Kent’s widow). 
She felt a double coral blossom was a defi- 
nite improvement over the original plant and 
encouraged me to move forward with my 
experiment. 


On May 22, 2021, | took three bloom stalks 
off the plant and put them down. By mid- 
August, the bloom stalks had all sprouted 
small plantlets. | had also taken two leaves 


and put them down in May, and by mid-August 
they were sprouting. 


In October 2021, | potted up the strongest 
seven plantlets — one from each bloom stalk 
and each leaf. By December 2021, all the plant- 
lets were close to first bloom. By January 24, 
2022, most of the plantlets had bloomed — 
all of them full double. 


| sat down and wrote to Dr. Jeff Smith to 
describe my experiment. | had a lot of ques- 
tions. Here are a few: 


1. Joyce advised that by propagating through 
three generations | would be stabilizing the 
plant, but she also said she thought it could 
be a gene that switches on and off. Can you 
explain this? 


2. | experienced double blossoms with another 
of Kent’s plants, Smooch Me, but Kent had 
advised that double blossoms sometimes 
happened with Smooch Me under the right 
growing conditions. 


3. I’m not sure what my next steps would be 
— can you advise? 


Jeff wrote back to me the same day: 


“Reproducing the double version from bloom 
stalks and leaves was an interesting idea. It 
supports that the trait is a true sport or 
mutation. You may need to go one more 
generation to get a third generation because 
each method is separate. 
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“| think what Joyce is considering with the 
‘switch’ is the fact that the sport is from a 


a | 


semidouble to a full jy 
double. The difference 
between the petal count 
is one of the HOX or 
developmental gene mu- 
tations. Other examples 
are turning sepals into 
petals or all the flower 
parts into sepals, such 
as the Optimara Never- _ 
floris. The gene is a |_ 
‘switch’ of sorts be- | 
cause you are convert- 
ing one flower part 

into another. Sometimes a petal count 
switch does occur when the plant is very 
‘happy’ with the growing conditions, such as 
Kent mentioned. However, since you are 
getting the double petals with several plants 
and multiple reproduction methods, I’m more 
inclined to think that this is a true sport or 
mutation. As such, it should be eligible for 
separate naming, etc., according to the rules. 


“You have much more evidence than | usually 
see from people who ask me about a sport 
and if it’s stable enough to register. If you 
are patient enough to go one more gen- 
eration through a leaf cutting, I’d say you’ve 
gotten something that is stable.” 


Jeff further clarified that (1) my momma 
plant was the first generation; (2) a double 
coral was definitely worth pursuing; and (3) 
| could stop the bloom stalk propagation and 
go forward using leaves from the second- 
generation plants. 


By February 2022, it was clear that the sec- 
ond-generation plants were blooming double. 
In this photo, the first-generation momma 
plant is in the back right corner. The second- 
generation plants in this photo are left, from 


a te 


bloom stalks; center, from Leaf 1; and right, 
from Leaf 2. 


_.. 


It was clear that the plantlets from Leaf 1 
(on the left, below) were stronger and more 
robust than those from Leaf 2 (on the right, 
below). Jeff thought this could be cultural 
but encouraged me to follow my instinct to 
go with leaves from the strongest second- 
generation plants to grow out the third 
generation. 


Ea Aart 


Space was at a premium on the 2-foot-by- 
2-foot plant stand where my experiment 
was taking place, so | chose leaves for the 
third-generation plants only from the two 
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plants on the left in the photo above and 
put them down to propagate on February 
23, 2022. | potted up multiple third-genera- 
tion plantlets from these second-generation 
leaves. 


In October 2022, | touched base with Joe 
Bruns, the previous Registrar. Joe directed 
me to the AVSA website to get the instruc- 
tions and PDF form to (hopefully) register 
what both Joyce and | had begun calling 
Handy Dandy. All the criteria for registering 
a cultivar had been met, so when all the 
third-generation plants also bloomed full 
double, | filled in the paperwork, paid the 
nominal registration fee and sent the reg- 
istration form with the required photos to 
the Registrar on December 4, 2022. 


Handy Dandy made it through the Registra- 
tion Committee and was registered as a new 
cultivar as of December 4, 2022, the day | had 
sent my paperwork forward. | was thrilled to 
see this in First Class in the March 2023 
update and in the May/June 2023 edition of 
African Violet Magazine in the Registration 
Report: 


Handy Dandy (11382) 12/04/2022 (A. Rieck) 
Double coral-pink star. Dark green, plain, 
quilted, serrated/red back. Standard 


Two years of work. | was very happy to have 
successfully identified and grown out a sport 
of one of Kent’s plants! The next step would 
be entering Handy Dandy in the 2023 
national show in Atlanta. All but two of the 
plantlets | had of Handy Dandy were repot- 
ted early in 2023 and put on the preshow 
schedule. | crossed my fingers. 


A week before the show, | had four strong 
plants. A friend suggested that | take more 
than one Handy Dandy to convention. | didn’t 
have an AVSA Standard Collection to enter, so 
| picked the best three out of four and boxed 


them up for travel along with the rest of my 
entries. 


It was a two-day drive to Atlanta and bloom 
count was low on most of my entries, but 
| entered everything and crossed my fingers 
again that more blossoms would open before 
judging. | entered one Handy Dandy in the 
Sports and Mutants Class as “Sport of Man- 
dan Dandy (Handy Dandy).” | entered another 
in the Unusual Container class, and the third 
in the Color class. More finger crossing. | was 
hoping against hope that Handy Dandy would 
at least get a blue ribbon in the Sport class. 


On Friday evening at the awards banquet, | 
was surprised — and confused — to be called 
down front with the final group of winners. 
Surely some mistake had been made ... but 
no! More blossoms had indeed opened, giv- 
ing me five best-in-class plants and the Best 
Jersey Snow Flakes. | was hoping that one 
of the best-in-class ribbons would be for 
Handy Dandy — I'd find out when the show 
room opened. But Terri Post, the Interim 
Awards Chair, was still talking, and she was 
talking about Handy Dandy. 


Not only did all three of my Handy Dandy 
plants receive blue ribbons, two of them 
were best in their respective classes, includ- 
ing the one in the Sports and Mutants class, 
where Handy Dandy was awarded a blue 
ribbon, Best-in-Class and Best New Cultivar 
in the Amateur Horticultural Division, for 
which it received a beautiful rosette. | was 
stunned. 


But there was more. 


Handy Dandy was also awarded Best New 
Cultivar for 2023, for which it received a 
beautiful plaque with a seal of the society. 
| thought | might fall over. My wonderful lit- 
tle experiment had taken top new cultivar 
honors in the national show! | was so thrilled 
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and overwhelmed that | ugly-cried all the way 
back to my seat. 


Handy Dandy’s journey to Best New Cultivar 
took more than two years of work. Would | do 
it again? Two years is a lot of time and it 
required a great deal of shelf space (hats off to 
all the hybridizers who do this regularly), but 
if | was lucky enough to identify another great 
sport, | would definitely give it another go. 


>a 
1 s - = 
BEST NEW CULTIVAR§ 


AVSA 


Convention and Show 


Ve 


me 


Announcing the AVSA Virtual Circle 


Do you enjoy learning? The Virtual Circle 
will be a series of Zoom presentations offered 
as a benefit of AVSA membership. Programs 
will feature spot-lighted speakers. 


The first Virtual Circle meeting is scheduled 
for November 12 at 3 p.m. Central Time. Use 
the QR code to view more details on the 
AVSA website. 


To receive notification of this 
and future meetings, includ- 
ing dates, times and speakers, 
be sure the AVSA Office has 
your correct email address on 
file. Once you register for the Virtual Circle 
event, the Zoom link will be emailed to you. 
Be there and join in the fun. 
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“Saintpaulian Summer Sulk” 
(and How I Deal with It!) 


By Paul Kilroy 


Email: onpilgrimage8512@yahoo.com 


“Saintpaulian Summer Sulk” is the name 
I’ve invented for the seasonal slump that detri- 
mentally affects many of my African violets 
each year once the Arizona heat settles in. 
The winter passes and spring appears, and 
African violets that have grown fat with pro- 
mise on my stands during the cooler months 
then begin sending up bloom stalks like 
flares, celebrating their seasonal awakening. 
All, at last, is well in my plant room — or is it? 


Setup 

Along with a host of other gesneriads, | main- 
tain my African violets on stands in a desig- 
nated plant room outfitted with a more-than- 
adequate humidifier — a room where | also 
enjoy the simple luxury of being able to 
close the door, which permits me to regu- 
late and stabilize ambient temperature and 
humidity levels that best suit my plants. 
Natural light benignly floods into the room 
each day via two large windows — one facing 
west and one facing south — and my grow 
stands are outfitted with various types of 
LED fixtures so if | have a plant that does 
not like the quality or intensity of the light 
on one particular stand, | can try it on 
another, or perhaps on a sill. Last of all, to 
facilitate decent air movement, | have a ceiling 
fan set on low (which has been running 24/7 
since 2018). 


You would think with a setup like this, one 
could keep a fair handle on providing a 
consistent growing environment agreeable to 
African violets. The reality of the situation, 


however, is that no matter how constant a 
growing environment | am able to provide, 
somehow — some way — my African violets 
still know when the summer heat has arrived. 
It is at this point when many of my plants 
begin to decline, and I’ve long ago lost track 
of the number of flagging plants | have culled 
in frustration from my stands and hurled 
bin-ward. 
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Of course, there are always varieties that 
are the stalwart survivors, and fewer still 
that actually seem to revel during the sum- 
mer months. It is a disheartening thing, how- 
ever, to see those other plants that have 
also responded so well to one’s care during 
the cooler seasons then begin circling the 
drain once hot weather arrives. 


Symptoms 

Summer Sulk on my plant stands first 
appears with some of my violets beginning 
to look just a little off. The green in their 
foliage gets a lackluster olive cast; leaves 
randomly become flaccid here and there, 
eventually rotting off, from the leaf blade 
stem-ward, for absolutely no apparent reason 
whatsoever. Flowers — if the plants have 
even continued to bloom — now appear on 
shorter pedicels and are smaller in size or 
do not fully open. White edges on the 
Geneva blossoms disappear, flower pigments 
in general wash out and the white in plants 
with variegated foliage recedes faster than 
did my hairline. Crowns look clumpy and 
plants look frumpy, though not in a way so 
as to suggest an insect infestation or some 
nutrient or pH issue. They simply become 
poster children for general malaise. 


This is also the only time of year things like 
root rot, mildew or botrytis ever manifest 
themselves in my collection. A broody-looking 
plant one day might be found reduced to a 
jelly in less than a week’s time. 


Solution(s) 

| have discovered no magical panacea that 
is sure to turn things around for plants in 
summer decline. Being the ruthless grower 
that | am, there is also only so much time, 
money or effort (and | mean not much) | am 
willing to invest in saving any given plant 
when the trash can stands ever at the ready, 
24/7, offering free admission. There are a few 


easy and inexpensive (no-cost) things | have 
tried, however, which in many instances have 
brought about amazing results. 


If you have a sulky plant that is still bloom- 
ing, disbud the thing. Flowers are sub-par at 
best when a plant gets moody at this time 
of year anyway, so you won’t be missing 
much. Meanwhile, the plant will benefit from 
not having to support any sort of flower 
production during periods when growing 
conditions are less to its liking. 


If you have a large or overgrown plant, 
reduce the size of its rosette by removing a 
row (or two rows, if it’s really overgrown) 
of the oldest and outermost leaves — espe- 
cially if they are smaller, off-color or faded in 
comparison to newer leaves. 


Dome sweet dome! It may be just the place 
for that flagging plant. African violets and 
many other gesneriads will weather hot 
spells far better with higher and more stable 
humidity levels. (1 have been on several col- 
lecting expeditions to Kenya and Tanzania 
and can tell you that the general environs 
where these species are found are beyond 
sultry.) | dome many of my miniature and 
semiminiature African violets 365 days a year 
— they remain perfectly healthy even with 
no apparent air circulation, and | have never 
had mildew (go figure that out) on a domed 
plant — never, not ever. Just be mindful that 
a domed plant’s soil is to be kept damp, 
not wet — and that the dome should be 
vented or wiped off inside if excessive con- 
densation appears on the inside during the 
daytime (you don’t want it actually raining 
in there). You’re aiming for a balanced mois- 
ture level where the potting soil stays damp 
and relatively little condensation collects on 
the inside of the dome during the daytime, 
though some will generally accumulate after 
sunset. 
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Dial back on the fertilizer and give your plants 
just plain water for a while. This may help to 
flush an accumulation of fertilizer salt buildup 
from the root ball. In my opinion, upping the 
fertilizer regimen — as is the strategy of some 
— in the hope of jump-starting a violet in 
free-fall mode works just about as well as 
flooring the gas pedal in a stalling vehicle 
while it’s failing on too steep an upgrade. 
Both that violet and that Volvo are not likely 
to overtake the hill. 


Repot and rejuvenate that plant. Reduce the 
size of the root ball fairly radically and the 
rosette as well (and disbud), and reset it anew 
in some fresh, perlite-heavy potting soil and 
then dome it. Keep it disbudded and just 
damp, and with a little luck the plant will 
reboot itself. A radical repotting such as this 
may be a particularly good thing to do 
because if you’re a lazy grower like me with 
way too many plants, that violet is most likely 
long overdue for some new soil. Also, root 
some of those leaves you removed while 
repotting. If the mother plant doesn’t manage 
to make it, the plantlets these leaves generate 
will at least ensure you have not lost that 
variety from your collection. 


These are just a few simple Summer Slump- 
fighting suggestions that have brought good 
results for me, none of which are costly or 
time-consuming, and none of which are 
really late-breaking news to any experienced 
grower. Just keeping on with business as 


usual while your problem plants begin late 
spring rehearsal for their summer swan 
songs, however, is not a plan of action. Try 
one suggestion or another, but just don’t let 
the thing sit there. 


My last bit of advice is offered to you in the 
form of a reality check: Disabuse yourself of 
that false notion that the day will finally 
come when you can grow all African violets 
well. The reality of the situation is that some 
African violet varieties are only ever going to 
be annuals on your stands or sills. Try as one 
might, every grower has those malcontent 
violets that just will not stay for the duration. 
(I have tried, and binned, Pixie Blue about six 
times now — and we're done.) These are the 
plants to which you should just bid a fond 
farewell, as the shelf space they occupied 
while planning their departure from you can 
be used to try some other variety. 


Hybridizers have been busy for decades trans- 
forming those demure blue pansied original 
species into varieties having countless forms 
and color combinations, and all these new 
cultivars vary to some degree as to what 
they like or do not like in any given growing 
environment. If you keep trying new plants 
(join a local AV club where leaves and plants 
are shared around freely), sooner or later 
you'll build a collection of plants that like 
your growing environment as much as you 
like them. Happy growing! 
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Photo credit: Natalia Sorokina 


SN-Evsei 


2023 AVSA Convention New Introduction 
Hybridized by: N. Sorokina 
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SAVE THE DATE! 


F 
<> 


ARIZONA 


April 21-28, 2024 

DoubleTree by Hilton fowehey 

Hotel Phoenix Tempe pe Sz, 
bo 


2100 S Priest Dr, Tempe, AZ 85282 


Arte, ant o* 
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So much is so close... 


... come early 
or stay late. 


Sedona 
2 hours 


Photo credit: Visit Phoenix Tombstone 


4 3 hours : 
OX. CORRAL 


“WALK WHERE THEY FELL” 


Photo credit: Adobe Stock 


Photo credit: Comstock 


Photo credit: Christiane Wilden 


Four 
Corners. 


6 hours 
Photo credit: Getty Images 


There are 22 national parks and monuments in Arizona. 


The Grand Canyon National Park is one of the Seven Natural 
Wonders of the World and the only one located within the 
United States. 
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SV-Gorod Arkadiia 


Photo credit: Olga Emelianvoa 


2023 AVSA Convention New Introduction 


Hybridized by: O. Emelianova 
Semiminiature trailer 
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ND-Zharkoe Leto 


2023 AVSA Convention New Introduction 
Hybridized by: N. Danilova-Suvorova 
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By Rich Follett 


How many of us work hard to coax our 
beloved African violets into bloom, only to 
leave them on the light stand or the window- 
sill when they do? While African violets prefer 
consistent growing conditions, a brief change 
of scenery will not hurt them in the least, as 
long as the light levels are not too much for 
them to tolerate. 


Why not group one or more of your blooming 
AVs with a few treasured possessions on a 
tabletop, bookcase or credenza to increase 
your enjoyment? You don’t need any special 
talent to do this — just assemble one or 
more of your favorites with complementary 
objects and watch a dreary corner transform 
in an instant into something vibrant and 
appealing! 


If you are familiar with the principles of design 
or the complementary color wheel, you may 
certainly apply that knowledge to your group- 
ing, but doing so is not required by any means. 
All that matters is that the arrangement 
pleases your eye and lifts your spirits. 


You might leave the violets on display for a 
day or even a week — unless the light is too 
bright for them or you forget to give them 
water, they will hardly notice the change. If 
the leaves start reaching upward, the light is 
too low in their temporary location, but a 
week or so of low light is not unrecoverable, 
even for a future show plant. One possible 
added benefit: You may discover new places 
to grow your violets on a more permanent 
basis. 
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AV Creative Corner: 
AVs in Displays 


Email: avcreativecorner@ gmail.com 


Photo credit: Vicky Richard-Allen 
Making a display takes only a few minutes and 
is very relaxing. If you don’t like the way it 
comes out, just take it apart and start over. 
Imagine how much a cheery blooming AV 
might enhance the table for a cup of tea 
with a friend or add color to a hall table. 
The possibilities are endless. 


If you make an arrangement that particu- 
larly pleases you, take a photo (300 DPI or 
greater resolution, please) and send it to me 
at avcreativecorner@gmail.com for possible 
future publication (photo credit will be given, 
of course). 
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BLOOMLALA 


Adorn Yourself 
in Violets 


Beautiful clothing items featuring 
African violets from Bloomlala! 


Use code 


JOY 


when you order online 
and AVSA receivesa_ 
portion of the proceeds. 


bloomlala.com/collections/violet 
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2023 Article Contest— 


Picture This 


By Roy Roberts 


Email: roy_roberts@yahoo.com 


When I’m disbudding my plants, some- 
times | put the blooms in a small vase for my 
wife to have on her desk. The blooms only last 
a day or two, but they are nice to have for that 
short time. 


Picture this: an African Violet bloom that lasts 
forever. | know that is not possible in real life, 
but taking a photograph of your plant and/or 
its blooms can preserve the beauty that we 
see only momentarily. 


That is why | love taking pictures of my vio- 
lets and other gesneriads, especially the 
blooms. The pictures are not only beautiful, 
but they serve several purposes: 


1. Reference: I’m constantly referring back to 
my photos or other sources online to make 
sure my plants are blooming true. 


2. First Class: First Class, the AVSA database, 
is a wonderful tool. But many plants listed 
have no photos. So, when possible, | upload 
my photos to provide a visual reference for 
others to use. Also, you may submit photos 
to the AVSA Photo Gallery in the Look section 
of the website. 


3. Social media: Posting your photographs 
on social media pages helps improve their con- 
tent and user enjoyment. AVSA has a number 
of ways for you to share your photos, including 
“Photo of the Day.” 


Below are some general tips to help improve 
your plant or bloom photographs. 


1. Use a light or dark background depending 
on your plant’s leaf and bloom color, typically 
without any discernible patterns. A colored 
background can be nice, but make sure it 
does not detract from your subject. 


2.Make sure your plant is clean and the blooms 
are healthy. Remove any spent blooms and 
leaves that may have damage. In some cases, 
the way you turn your plant can hide any flaws. 


3. Decide what part of the plant you want to 
focus on. If you are using your phone’s cam- 
era, try the macro setting. On my standard 
DSLR camera, | use a 100mm macro lens. This 
is especially important when you are trying to 
get those up-close photos of blooms. 


4. Make sure your camera is taking the highest 
resolution image possible. You can always 
reduce the image size for posting on social 
media, but other uses, like posting in First 
Class or in articles like this one, need the 
highest resolution possible. 


5.Place your plant in a well-lit area or under 
a lighting source that has a natural effect. 
Remember, some grow lights have different 
hue tints, like red or blue. So, don’t try to 
take your photograph in that setting because 
the plant or bloom will not show a true 
color. To prevent heavy shadows or bright 
spots in your photo, you may also want to 
provide some additional side or bottom 
lighting. 
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6. Take multiple photos. One and done is not 
typically the best approach. Taking several 
photos of your subject gives you options and 
helps you learn what works best. Move closer 
or farther away and change angles. 


Photo editing can be helpful to get the most 
out of your work. There are so many programs 
that you can use to edit your photos. Some 
cell phones even have built-in editing applica- 
tions that work well. If you have done a good 
job with selecting a blemish-free plant or 
blossom, then the process is easy. Typically, 
you may only need to make some minor cor- 
rections to the focal point placement or gen- 
eral exposure/color. The following is my basic 
process for editing a photo. 


1. Focus: The first thing | check is image focus. 
You do this by zooming in on the main point 
of your image. If it is not sharp and clear at a 
reasonable zoom, then | may select another 
photo to work on. As you take more photos, 
you will learn how your camera determines 
where to focus and how to get the best 
results. Also, doing this process in your cam- 
era or cell phone prior to downloading may 
save you some time and effort. 


2. Exposure/Color: This process is more 
involved but might help save a photo you really 
like that did not have the best lighting. Be 
careful not to overwork a photo by changing 
too many settings. 


3. Cropping: When you crop your photo, choose 
your focal point and place that portion of the 
picture in the thirds. To find the thirds, divide 
the image into nine equal sections by drawing 
(or imagining) lines from right to left and top 
to bottom. Placing your subject in one-third 
of the picture or where the line cross will give 


you a more appealing composition. There are 
other composition alternatives, so be creative. 


4. Resizing: Resizing is the process of reduc- 
ing or increasing the number of pixels that 
are used to display the image. If you are post- 
ing the image on social media, it will be nec- 
essary to resize or reduce the number of pixels 
for publication. Always keep a copy of the 
original image in case you need it for another 
purpose. 


Remember, unless it has been calibrated, your 
computer screen may not display your image 
colors correctly. So, if minor color variations are 
important, it is best to print some examples 
for review. 


As the final step, make sure to organize your 
photos on your computer or phone. | typically 
have my original images and any edited pho- 
tos stored under the plant’s name. That way 
it is easy for me to find. If I’m taking photos 
of plants grown by another person, | will 
maintain those images in a folder under their 
name so | can give proper credit. | do keep 
images that have been resized for social media 
in a separate folder. 


So, | encourage you to start your own photo 
library. Then, as you become comfortable with 
taking and editing your photos, it is time to 
share them with all of us. 


If you want more information to improve your 
plant and bloom photography, the May/June 
2020 issue of African Violet Magazine has an 
article called “African Violet Photography: 
Camera or Cell Phone?” by Neil Lipson on 
page 56. That article is followed on page 58 
by “Digital Photography Terms.” 
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Fund Reports for 
May/June 2023 


By Randy G. Deutsch and Janet Riemer 


Email: fundraising @ avsa.org 


Anne & Frank Tinari ®@ $25 to $49 
Endowment Fund: $141 Leslie Breen, Houston, TX 
The Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund Margaret Dephillippo, Collegeville, PA 


supports the long-term stability of the Society. First Nighter AVS of Dallas, TX 
(In lieu of speaker fee for Ann Athey) 
i $50 to $99 = First Nighter AVS of Dallas, TX 
Sue Ramser, Wichita Falls, TX (In lieu of speaker fee for Ken Muzalewski) 


& $25 to $49 Phillis Hinkle, Stone Mountain, GA 
Oshkosh Violet Society, Oshkosh, WI Celia Howe, Riverview, FL 
Celia Howe, Riverview, FL Oshkosh Violet Society, WI 
AVS of Springfield, Pennsylvania 
@ Under $25 Betty Tillman, Fort Worth, TX 
Marion Martin, West Columbia, SC 
Lynne Shandley, Seattle, WA m Under $25 
Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA Alisa Butler, Reno, NV 
Missouri Valley AV Council, Tulsa, OK Parise Lemaire, Bolton, CT 
(in memory of Tricia Taylor) Marion Martin, West Columbia, SC 
Claire Ulanoff, Nashville, TN Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA 
Janie Sorensen, Castle Rock, CO 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund: $56 Barbara Styers, Greensboro, NC 
The Barbara Burde Endowment Fund supports peborah Tucker, Prior Lake, MN 
the society’s long-term needs in technology. Claire Ulanoff, Nashville, TN 
M $25 to $49 Mary Vasconcelles, Springfield, IL 
Celia Howe, Riverview, FL Boyce Edens Research Fund: $166 
Oshkosh Violet Society, WI The Boyce Edens Research Fund supports 
M Under $25 research and scholarships. 
Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA B& $50 to $99 
Claire Ulanoff, Nashville, TN Missouri Valley AV Council, MO 
Booster Donations: $521 @ $25 to $49 
Booster Donations support AVSA’s ongoing Celia Howe, Riverview, FL 
general expenses. Oshkosh Violet Society, WI 


$100 to $199 Jeffrey Smith, Muncie, IN 


Nancy Moerer, Tulsa, OK @ Under $25 

Patricia Miklica, San Jose, CA 
Janice Murray, New York, NY 
Margaret Nasta, McKeesport, PA 
Ronald Senderling, Harrisonburg, VA 
Claire Ulanoff, Nashville, TN 


§ $50 to $99 
Domingo Gonzales, Sugar Land, TX 
Donna Mosher, Grove City, OH 
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| In Memory 


Neil Lipson passed away in early August 
in Broomall, Pennsylvania, at the age of 75. 
He is survived by his son, Michael Lipson. 


Neil was an avid grower of African violets and 
especially wanted to preserve the vintage vari- 
eties. He was a past columnist for the African 
Violet Magazine with the column “Technically 
Speaking — or Not” and wrote other articles 


Photo credit: Joan Baker 


over the years. He was a Director of AVSA, a 
member of the African Violet Club of Spring- 
field, Pennsylvania, and a friend and mentor to 
many. He attended AVSA conventions and 
loved to submit photographs for publication 
in the AVM. His knowledge, expertise, humor 
and willingness to help whenever asked will 
be missed. 


Rivermist Razzleberry 


2023 AVSA Convention 
New Introduction 
Hybridized by: J. Baker 
Standard 
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Solokha 


Photo credit: Nadezhda Berdnikova 


2023 AVSA Convention New Introduction 


Hybridized by: N. Berdnikova 
Semiminiature 
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APPLICATION TO JOIN 
The African Violet Society of America, Inc. Pitricon 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 Vioret 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org Society o 
. : . . America 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
CNewMember UC Renewal Membership # 


Membership runs one year from the date paid and includes 
six issues of the African Violet Magazine. Dues are not refundable. 


Individual Membership USA ($35) 

Individual Digital Membership (Global) USA and International ($28) 
Associate Member ($17.50) 

(Must reside with an AVSA member, no magazine included) 
International Individual, Canada and Mexico ($40) 

International Individual, other than Canada and Mexico ($60) 
Commercial, Global ($50) 

Affiliate Chapter, all levels, USA ($35) 

Affiliate Chapter, all levels, Canada and Mexico ($40) 

Affiliate Chapter, International other than Canada and Mexico ($45) 
Library ($35) 

Life Member USA ($1,000) 

Life Member Canada and Mexico ($1,250) 

Life Member International ($1,500) 


Please print neatly below or apply online at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/membership 


Date. 
Name Membership 


Mailing Address runs one year 
City from the date paid 
State Country and includes six 
Email Address issues of the 

Phone Number. African Violet 
VISA/MC accepted; or make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. Magazine. 

Credit Card # Exp. Date. 

CVV2 Security Code # (last three digits on back of the card) 


Signature 
International applicants not using credit card may pay in US dollars with a draft or check on a USA bank. 
International Postal money orders accepted. Paypal is available with online application. 


Were you encouraged to join AVSA by a particular individual, vendor or group? 
If so, please enter their name here: 


AVSA DONATIONS 


Please indicate the amount of your donation in the blank. 
AVSA is a 501(c)3 organization. 


Booster (general, ongoing expenses of AVSA) B@ R 
Boyce Research Edens (research & scholarships) 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund (long-term technology) Revers acecr been.» blter Cine by fon Prostes, 


Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund (long-term stability of AVSA) 
Special instructions: 


OZLLL Sexal JuoWNeag ‘J TyZZ XO ‘O'd * BJO WSAV 0} WINDY 


} UTOTAL DONATION: $ 
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ORDER FORM 
The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 


Orders may be mailed using this form, by phone, or placed online. 


@PAtrican 
Violet 


Society of 
America 


ORDERED BY: (Please Print): 


Address (Include Street Address for UPS): 


City, State or Country, Zip: 


MEMBERSHIP No.: 


Make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. 

VISA/MC accepted on purchases over $25 (on phone 
orders only); or Paypal payments are accepted with 
online orders. 


CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 
CC#: 
Exp. Date: 


(3 digit # on back of card) 
Signature: 


INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS not using credit card 
must pay in US dollars with a draft or check ona 


CVV2 Code: 


Item: 


MASTER VARIETY LISTS (MVLs) 
138 NEW MVL #16 (2020) 
415 First Class 2 Update Online (1 year) 


CULTURE FOLDERS 
106 Regular version (per 100) 
106 Regular version International Member (per 100) 


BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS 

302 Growers & Judges Handbook (2022) 
436 Growing To Show (‘08) 

417 50th Anniversary Book 23.75/30.00 ___ 
YOU CAN Grow African Violets by Kent & Joyce Stork ..16.00/18.95 ___ 
113 AVSA Guide Book (for affiliates) ...............20e 0 eee 2.00_ 
413 Insect & Mite Pests of African Violets 15.00/23.00 ____ 
512 2020 AVSA Calendar’ . oi. ccc scena neces eens ode ee 5.00_ 
513 2021 AVSA Calendar ............ ccc cece e eee e ence nee 5.00 
514 2022 AVSA Calendar: 6 iecicasconb4-aaies bn 3-0 rece demas 5.00 
AVM Back Issues 


Pricing: Member/Public 


30.00/60.00 ____ 
19.95/29.95 ____ 


MISCELLANEOUS 

109 Show Entry Tags (per 100) 

121 AVSA Neck Wallet: .....5. 1 cccseesvnsdawanceseaeatdnes 5.00 
128 Eyeglass Cleaner.) cu.ncica davetoanesa omar geia de gntees 2.00 ___ 


CD ROMS (FOR COMPUTERS) 


213 CD African Violet Troubles. 10.00/12.00 ____ 


USA bank. 


214 CD The Oth iad: 
$25 service charge on all returned checks. — ethan Cesnetiags 


215 CD The Pittman Way Of Growing Violets 
223 CD The Once & Future Violet 2010 


10.00/12.00 ___ 
10.00/12.00 ___ 
Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery in 10.00/12.00 __ 
the USA; 2-3 months outside the US by 
surface mail. Prices do not include 
flat-rate shipping and handling fee. 


DVD 
218 DVD African Violet Trailers (Bev Promersberger) 15.00/17.00___ 
219 DVD Understanding The African Violet Species (2 DVD Set) .. . .25.00/27.00___ 
221 DVD Growing Violet Trailers (Bill Price) 15.00/17.00____ 
222 DVD Species To Spectacular (Pat Hancock) 15.00/17.00 ___ 
226 DVD Meet the Commercials 15.00/17.00 ____ 
227 DVD Violets Dance Across Texas 2013 15.00/17.00____ 
228 DVD Violet Pickin’ In Tennessee 2014 15.00/17.00 ____ 
229 DVD Violets Love KC Jazz, Blues and BBQ 2015 15.00/17.00____ 
230 DVD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 15.00/17.00 ____ 
———— 230 TD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 (Thumb Drive) . .15.00/17.00___ 
231 TD AVSA Convention Programs 15.00/17.00____ 
231 DVD AVSA Convention Programs. .......... 60.00. c eee ee eee 15.00/17.00____ 
——— 232 TD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/17.00____ 
232 DVD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/17.00 __ 
233 DVD Perfectly Pittman DVD 20.00/25.00 ____ 
233 TD Perfectly Pittman Thumbdrive 20.00/25.00 ____ 


AVSA JEWELRY 
Sth: Anniversary PIM og5.55 sche dantane tee daaetae ees canie adage teak es 5.00 
7oth Anniversary PIM: 66 sccn 586 i46 ssieg vue hi cswdaahsanimaaavedd dads tact 6.00 


Flat-rate shipping/handling charge 

on all orders except downloads. 
USA-$5.00, Canada and Mexico-$10.00 
and International-$15.00 


SUB TOTAL: 


SHIPPING: 
Texas residents 


must add sales tax TAX: 


TOTAL: 


Return to AVSA Office + P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 


AVSA Store 


ee ere ee 


P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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African Violet Society of 
America, Inc. Combined 


Statement of Financial Position 


December 31, 2021 


Assets: 

Investments 

Accounts Receivable 

Inventories 

Prepaid Expenses 

Restricted Assets: 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Investments 


TOTAL ASSETS 
Liabilities: 
Sales Taxes Payable 
Deferred Revenue 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 
Net Assets: 
Net Assets With Donor Restrictions 
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions-Designated 
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions 


TOTAL NET ASSETS 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
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§ 118,708.11 
4,369.11 
5,770.83 
6,000.00 


96,619.19 
581,433.60 


S$ 812,900.84 
$ 52.26 
102,747.88 

_ 102,800.14 
475,267.05 
138,751.77 
96,081.88 
710,100.70 


$ 812,900.84 
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Membership includes: Welcome package for new members; Quarterly issues of Gesneriads, 
the Journal for Gesneriad Growers; access to the Seed Fund; downloadable PDF copies of the journal 


Bob Clark, Dept. AV 
1122 East Pike St, PMB 637 
Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


individual 1 year $25, 3 years $70 ($30,$85 outside US) 
Family 1 year $26, 3 years $73 ($31,$88 outside US) 
Green option (PDF only) 1 year $20, 3 years $55 


Visit us at: www.gesneriads.org 


Orchids. Exotic, long-lasting 
flowers steeped in mystery. AVSA Office Hours 


! !/) For nearly 100 years the Monday a Thursday 
American Orchid Society 
has been the premier 
resource for infor- 
mation about orchids 
and their culture. Each 
month ORCHIDS magazine 
brings you articles on featured 
orchids and how to grow them. ——- 
AOS members can attend ys 
monthly online webinars Vi oO i etS U p p | y.com 


for hands-on learning. 


9:00 am - 4:00 pm 


The AOS has Arcadia» African Violet Mix 
so much to offer, 
why not join today? High quality blend of «= Bonstifel Cay Pots 
Visit www.a0s.org. sphagnum, vermiculite, coir Oyama Pots 

and hydrocks. « 15 Grow Lights 

“Wick Mix” also available. © Wamielty Trays 
e Urea-free Fertilizer 

Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG | , Leaf Rings 


RE 440-357-0022 
www.VioletSupply.com 


AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Join AVSC & become a part of an international network of growers 
Members will receive Chatter, our Quarterly Magazine 


Individual Membership: 1 year $20.00, 2 year $37.50, 3 year $55.00, 
Family, USA & International Memberships Available. 


For more information visit www.avsc.ca 

or contact Laurel Goretsky at: 

32 Scimitar Point NW Phone: (403) 241-8300 
Calgary AB T3L2B2 Email: laurel@goretsky.ca 
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Enchanted Gardens 


Heidi Dillenbeck 
1097 Darby Hill Rd * Delanson, NY 12053 ¢ (518) 895-6054 
heidisviolets@gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 


Plastic pots - 14" to 8" (round-square-pan) Oyama Pots 
Wick water reservoirs 
Permanest Trays * 3" and 6" Clear Domes Labels 
Leaf Support Rings (6"-9"-13") Fertilizers 
Accessories: Sucker pluckers * brushes ¢ scissors * tweezers 
and much more ... 


For catalog: pdf — send email or for printed catalog send me a note 


Glenda's House of Violets JoS 
Offering one-stop-shopping for gardening supplies to meet the } Violets 
special needs of the African Violet growing community! 


Nursery pots, special soll blends, plant grooming tools, other Www jos violets cont 


Items to hy those big, beautiful plants! (361) 575-1344 
specialized Items elp you grow those big, pla: sugena ied r 


African Violets | 
Petrocosmeas | 
Primulinas 
Glenda Williams ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 


we miedo 
829 Old Highway 20, Unit B 


McDade, TX 78650-5265 ' Email Facebook: 
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[ yndc on 1 yon 
| CU th TAY | nc. 
PO Box 249 seisevile NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS ri 


aa ae since 1954 


African Violets, Aeschynanthus, 
Primulinas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, Orchids, 
Petrocosmeas, Rex Begonias, 
Streptocarpus, other assorted 
Gesneriads, and SO much more! 


Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 


Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 


PHYSAN 20™ Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens 


e Controls algae on mats, wicks, reservoirs, 
trays, pots, benches, and work surfaces. 
e Controls damping off on seedlings 
and plants. 
e Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 
e Controls diseases spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 
PHYSAN 20. 


Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-544-7711 
www.physan.com 


AVAILABLE INTHE AV SACSTORE 


HOW tOGROW Pxiz-WINNUNG 


Revised 2008 
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Proudly made entirely in the U.S.A. 
_ The Swift Moist-Rite now comes in 6 colors: 


White, green, terracotta, lavender, sky blue, and black. 
. 


Z Moist-Rite 
4AG2* Broken Arrow, OK 74014 
951-3014 


Rolling Ridge Rosettes 


Formerly Jan's Workshop 


Elmer Godeny, Owner 
918-804-7308 
email: RollingRidgeRosettes@gmail.com 


Mo onlight 4 | UWSLY 


www.MoonlightNursery.com 


7 


African Violets - Vintage, Allegros, 


, MACS, o 


Prave's Violets ow. 


Sinningia Heaven - Home of the Ozark series 


“It's a sin not fo own a sinningia” 


ar | Mi 


Your Ad Could Go Here 


If you sell products African violet 
hobby growers or hybridizers 
might use, place your ad in 
African Violet Magazine. 
AVSA Commercial members 
receive a discounted rate for ads 
and a listing with links on 


our website, plus other 
special promotions in the 
magazine and online. 


Contact Richard Craft, 
AVSA Advertising Chair, at 
advertising@avsa.org for more 
information. We hope to see your 
ad here in the next issue! 


Safely shipping to satisfied customers 
world-wide since 1985! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


at Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and greenroom 


Catalog, care tips, how to’ lessons, and more, at 


the ap arn www.violetbarn.com 


Exhibitor, collector, or hobbyist? We have plants for everyone. 


. Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning “Rob’s” and “Ma’s” varieties. 
At left: one of our ‘Ma’s’ standard varieties grown by Alexandra Kravtsov 


A large selection of chimeras, Saintpaulia species, and our popular trailing varieties! 
Plus, the latest hybrids from Russia and Ukraine 


) View the website for a full listing and our “Seller’s choice” specials. 


We also grow a huge selection of other’ gesneriads! 


We’re famous for our ‘Bristol’ streptocarpus hybrids 
Compact, often double flowered, some scented! 


Many more, including latest Polish and 
Russian varieties 


Adorable miniature gesneriads for 
small containers and terrariums! 


We are also the source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
View the website for an extensive listing and for our “Seller's choice” specials. 
Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 
We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 


If you see it, we have it, if you order it, you get it — no substitutes! Orders shipped next week. 


Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VVioletsFun’ — growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 
You can also find us on ‘Facebook’ (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on ‘Pinterest. 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 
PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 


